
SHORELAND - The land located within the following distances from public waters: 
 
 1.   One thousand (1,000) feet from the ordinary high water level of a lake, pond, or 

flowage.  
 
 2.  Three hundred (300) feet from a river or stream, or the landward extent of a flood 

plain designated by this Ordinance on such a river or stream, whichever is greater. 
 
 3.   The practical limits of shorelands may be less than the statutory limits wherever 

the waters involved are bounded by natural topographic divides which extend 
landward from the waters for lesser distances and when approved by the 
Commissioner. 

 
SHORE IMPACT ZONE - Land located between the ordinary high water level of 
public waters and a line parallel to it at a setback of fifty (50) percent of the structure 
setback. 
 
BLUFF - A topographic feature such as a hill, cliff, or embankment in which the slope 
rises at least fifteen (15) feet from the toe of the bluff to the top of the bluff and the grade 
of the slope from the toe of the bluff to the top of the bluff averages 18 percent or greater.  
The percent of the slope is defined as the change in elevation (rise) over a distance (run). 
 
BLUFF, TOE - The toe of the bluff shall be determined to be the lower end of the lowest 
ten (10) foot segment that exceeds eighteen (18) percent slope.    
 
BLUFF, TOP - The top of the bluff shall be determined to the upper end of the highest 
ten (10) foot segment that exceeds eighteen (18) percent.    
 
BLUFF IMPACT ZONE - Land located within 30 feet from the top or toe of a bluff.    
 
 


