
LE SUEUR COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MEETING AGENDA

Meeting Date:     March 5, 2026

Time:                    3:00 PM

Place:                    Le Sueur County Government Center (Historic Courthouse)

                               88 South Park Ave, Le Center, MN

Onsite Date:       March 5, 2026

Onsite Time:      11:30 AM

****Board of Adjustment Members if you CANNOT be at the meeting contact the 
Environmental Services Department at 357-8538.

Call To Order

Agenda: Additions/Corrections/Approval 

03-05-2026 AGENDA

03-05-2026 AGENDA.PDF

Meeting Minutes: Additions/Corrections/Approval 

01-08.2026 DRAFT Minutes

01-08-2026 DRAFT MINUTES.PDF

Applications

FRANKLIN SCHWARTZ & YVETTE BENSE, KASOTA, MN (APPLICANT/OWNER)

Request    the County grant an extension of Variance (#BOA -000533-2024 approved 
March 6, 2025) from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance for Intensifying the Use of 
a Nonconforming Structure to accommodate the conversion of an existing attached 
garage into living space; and to reduce the required setback to the side yard lot line 
(north) from 10 feet to 5 feet; and, reduce the required setback to the Road Right-of-
Way (ROW) from 25 feet to 21 feet to accommodate a 24 ’ X 24 ’ Detached Garage; 
and increase the maximum allowed Impervious Surface Coverage on a lot to 46.6% in 
a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Washington, a 
Recreational Development "RD" Lake. The subject parcel is Lot 17 of Baker Bay 
Subdivision, and part of Government Lot 3, Section 12, Kasota Township. VARIANCE 
IS FOR INTENSIFYING THE USE OF A NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE, SIDE 
YARD SETBACK, ROAD ROW SETBACK, AND IMPERVIOUS SURFACE.

SCHWARTZ PACKET.PDF

***WITHDRAWN***SCOTT M & KATIE E THOMPSON, MANKATO, MN 
(APPLICANT/OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance 
to reduce the exempted setback to a Private Road Right-Of-Way (ROW) from 60 
feet to 30 feet; and reduce the exempted setback to the Ordinary High Water Level 
(OHWL) from 58 feet to 52 feet; and increase the maximum allowed Impervious 
Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 27.54% to accommodate a new Single-
Family Dwelling in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of German 
Lake, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake. The subject property is Lot 32 of 
Glen's Beach Subdivision in Section 4, Elysian Township. VARIANCE IS FOR 
ROAD ROW SETBACK, OHWL SETBACK, AND IMPERVIOUS SURFACE.

AMANDA WILKMAN, HERMOSA BEACH, CA (APPLICANT/OWNER)

Requests the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a Township road Right-Of-Way 
from 65 feet to 36  feet; and reduce the exempted setback to a Side Yard lot 

line from 10 feet to 7 feet; and increase the maximum allowed Impervious 
Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 25.8% to accommodate a new Single-
Family Dwelling in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake 
Jefferson, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake. The subject property is Lot 5 
of Edgewater Terrace Subdivision in Section 3 of Cleveland 
Township. VARIANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW AND SIDE YARD SETBACKS, 
AND IMPERVIOUS SURFACE.

WILKMAN(STROMGEN) PACKET.PDF

CHAD ZIEMKE, MANKATO, MN (APPLICANT); DEANNE NELSON, 
MADISON LAKE, MN (OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the exempted setback to a Township Road Right-Of-
Way (ROW) from 25 feet to 15 feet; and reduce the exempted setback from 
a side yard lot line (westerly) from 10 feet to 2 feet; and to increase the 
maximum structure height from 20 feet to 25 feet; and to increase the 
maximum allowed Impervious Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 27.9% 
to accommodate a 28' x 34' detached garage in a Recreational Residential 
"RR" Shoreland District of Lake Washington, a Recreational Development 
"RD" lake. The subject property is Lot 11 of Kennywood Beach Subdivision, 
Section 18, of Kasota Township. VARIANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW AND 
SIDE YARD SETBACKS, STRUCTURE HEIGHT, AND IMPERVIOUS 
SURFACE.

NELSON PACKET.PDF

KEVIN L BUSCHO & JOYCE L BUSCHO, KILKENNY, MN 
(APPLICANT/OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a County Road Right-of-Way 
(ROW) from 75 feet to 56 feet, and to enlarge a lawful nonconforming 
structure to accommodate a 25' x 33' dwelling addition in the Agriculture "A" 
District. The subject property is located in part of the W 1/2 of the SW 1/4, 
Section 11 of Waterville Township. VARIANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW 
SETBACK AND ENLARGING A NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE.

PACKET - BUSCHO (VARIANCE).PDF

JAMES & MARILYN KLUNTZ, CLEVELAND, MN (APPLICANT/OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a Township Road Right-of-Way 
(ROW) from 65 feet to 55 feet; and reduce the required setback from a 
Township Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 65 feet to 52 feet; and enlarge a 
lawful nonconforming structure to accommodate a 16' x 18' dwelling addition, a 
20' x 12' deck, and a 4' x 12' front porch in a Recreational Residential "RR" 
Shoreland District of Lake Jefferson, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake. 
The subject property is Lot 4, Block 2, Kluntz's Lakewood Knoll, Section 1 of 
Cleveland Township. VARIANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW SETBACK AND 
ENLARGING A NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE.

PACKET - KLUNTZ (VARIANCE).PDF

JAMES A HOEFS, NEW PRAGUE, MN (APPLICANT); JAMES A HOEFS 
TRUST & DONNA M HOEFS TRUST, NEW PRAGUE, MN (OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the required separation distance between an existing 
Animal Feedlot to an existing dwelling on an adjacent lot from 1,000 feet to 
97 feet; and reduce the required setback between an existing Animal 
Feedlot to an existing dwelling from 1,000 feet to 775 feet; and reduce the 
required setback between the structure of an Animal Feedlot to a lot line 
from 100 feet to 15 feet; and reduce the required setback from an accessory 
structure to a side yard lot line from 15 feet to 6 feet to accommodate a 115' 
x 70' barn and a property split and combination to adjust existing lot lines. 
The subject property is located in the SE 1/4, Section 30 of Lanesburgh 
Township. VARIANCE IF FOR FEEDLOT SEPARATION DISTANCE AND 
LOT LINE SETBACK.

PACKET - HOEFS (VARIANCE).PDF

JAMES A HOEFS, NEW PRAGUE, MN (APPLICANT); JASON & EMILY 
HOEFS, NEW PRAGUE, MN (OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the required separation distance between an existing 
dwelling and an existing Animal Feedlot from 1,000 feet to 97 feet; and 
reduce the required Lot Depth from 300 feet to 250 feet; and reduce the 
required Buildable Area from 16,335 square feet to 10,086 square feet to 
accommodate a property split & combination to adjust existing lot lines. 
The subject property is located in the NE 1/4 of the SE 1/4, Section 30 of 
Lanesburgh Township. VARIANCE IS FOR SEPARATION DISTANCE TO A 

FEEDLOT, LOT DEPTH, AND BUILDABLE AREA.

PACKET - HOEFS (VARIANCE).PDF

RICHARD & ANN RYNDA, MONTGOMERY, MN (APPLICANT/OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the required acreage from 40 acres to 20 acres to 
accommodate a Temporary Dwelling for farm labor in an Agriculture "A" 
District. The subject property is located on the E 1/2 of the SE 1/4 of 
Section 31,of Lanesburgh Township.  VARIANCE IS FOR LOT SIZE.

PACKET - RYNDA (VARIANCE).PDF

Discussion Items

Warrants/Claims

Adjourn 

Board of Adjustment Hearing Procedure: The Chairman calls the meeting to order, then calls 
the item to be heard and asks the Applicant or representative present to come to the podium to 
answer any questions or present any comments. The Chairman opens the meeting to the 
public. Each speaker comes to the podium and states their name for the record prior to making a 
statement or posing a question. All questions or comments are to be directed to the board, not 
the applicant. After the public comments the Board of Adjustment publicly discusses the 
information and reviews the findings before making a motion. All meetings are recorded.
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Meeting Minutes: Additions/Corrections/Approval 

01-08.2026 DRAFT Minutes

01-08-2026 DRAFT MINUTES.PDF

Applications

FRANKLIN SCHWARTZ & YVETTE BENSE, KASOTA, MN (APPLICANT/OWNER)

Request    the County grant an extension of Variance (#BOA -000533-2024 approved 
March 6, 2025) from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance for Intensifying the Use of 
a Nonconforming Structure to accommodate the conversion of an existing attached 
garage into living space; and to reduce the required setback to the side yard lot line 
(north) from 10 feet to 5 feet; and, reduce the required setback to the Road Right-of-
Way (ROW) from 25 feet to 21 feet to accommodate a 24 ’ X 24 ’ Detached Garage; 
and increase the maximum allowed Impervious Surface Coverage on a lot to 46.6% in 
a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Washington, a 
Recreational Development "RD" Lake. The subject parcel is Lot 17 of Baker Bay 
Subdivision, and part of Government Lot 3, Section 12, Kasota Township. VARIANCE 
IS FOR INTENSIFYING THE USE OF A NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE, SIDE 
YARD SETBACK, ROAD ROW SETBACK, AND IMPERVIOUS SURFACE.

SCHWARTZ PACKET.PDF

***WITHDRAWN***SCOTT M & KATIE E THOMPSON, MANKATO, MN 
(APPLICANT/OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance 
to reduce the exempted setback to a Private Road Right-Of-Way (ROW) from 60 
feet to 30 feet; and reduce the exempted setback to the Ordinary High Water Level 
(OHWL) from 58 feet to 52 feet; and increase the maximum allowed Impervious 
Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 27.54% to accommodate a new Single-
Family Dwelling in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of German 
Lake, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake. The subject property is Lot 32 of 
Glen's Beach Subdivision in Section 4, Elysian Township. VARIANCE IS FOR 
ROAD ROW SETBACK, OHWL SETBACK, AND IMPERVIOUS SURFACE.

AMANDA WILKMAN, HERMOSA BEACH, CA (APPLICANT/OWNER)

Requests the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a Township road Right-Of-Way 
from 65 feet to 36  feet; and reduce the exempted setback to a Side Yard lot 

line from 10 feet to 7 feet; and increase the maximum allowed Impervious 
Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 25.8% to accommodate a new Single-
Family Dwelling in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake 
Jefferson, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake. The subject property is Lot 5 
of Edgewater Terrace Subdivision in Section 3 of Cleveland 
Township. VARIANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW AND SIDE YARD SETBACKS, 
AND IMPERVIOUS SURFACE.

WILKMAN(STROMGEN) PACKET.PDF

CHAD ZIEMKE, MANKATO, MN (APPLICANT); DEANNE NELSON, 
MADISON LAKE, MN (OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the exempted setback to a Township Road Right-Of-
Way (ROW) from 25 feet to 15 feet; and reduce the exempted setback from 
a side yard lot line (westerly) from 10 feet to 2 feet; and to increase the 
maximum structure height from 20 feet to 25 feet; and to increase the 
maximum allowed Impervious Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 27.9% 
to accommodate a 28' x 34' detached garage in a Recreational Residential 
"RR" Shoreland District of Lake Washington, a Recreational Development 
"RD" lake. The subject property is Lot 11 of Kennywood Beach Subdivision, 
Section 18, of Kasota Township. VARIANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW AND 
SIDE YARD SETBACKS, STRUCTURE HEIGHT, AND IMPERVIOUS 
SURFACE.

NELSON PACKET.PDF

KEVIN L BUSCHO & JOYCE L BUSCHO, KILKENNY, MN 
(APPLICANT/OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a County Road Right-of-Way 
(ROW) from 75 feet to 56 feet, and to enlarge a lawful nonconforming 
structure to accommodate a 25' x 33' dwelling addition in the Agriculture "A" 
District. The subject property is located in part of the W 1/2 of the SW 1/4, 
Section 11 of Waterville Township. VARIANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW 
SETBACK AND ENLARGING A NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE.

PACKET - BUSCHO (VARIANCE).PDF

JAMES & MARILYN KLUNTZ, CLEVELAND, MN (APPLICANT/OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a Township Road Right-of-Way 
(ROW) from 65 feet to 55 feet; and reduce the required setback from a 
Township Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 65 feet to 52 feet; and enlarge a 
lawful nonconforming structure to accommodate a 16' x 18' dwelling addition, a 
20' x 12' deck, and a 4' x 12' front porch in a Recreational Residential "RR" 
Shoreland District of Lake Jefferson, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake. 
The subject property is Lot 4, Block 2, Kluntz's Lakewood Knoll, Section 1 of 
Cleveland Township. VARIANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW SETBACK AND 
ENLARGING A NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE.

PACKET - KLUNTZ (VARIANCE).PDF

JAMES A HOEFS, NEW PRAGUE, MN (APPLICANT); JAMES A HOEFS 
TRUST & DONNA M HOEFS TRUST, NEW PRAGUE, MN (OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the required separation distance between an existing 
Animal Feedlot to an existing dwelling on an adjacent lot from 1,000 feet to 
97 feet; and reduce the required setback between an existing Animal 
Feedlot to an existing dwelling from 1,000 feet to 775 feet; and reduce the 
required setback between the structure of an Animal Feedlot to a lot line 
from 100 feet to 15 feet; and reduce the required setback from an accessory 
structure to a side yard lot line from 15 feet to 6 feet to accommodate a 115' 
x 70' barn and a property split and combination to adjust existing lot lines. 
The subject property is located in the SE 1/4, Section 30 of Lanesburgh 
Township. VARIANCE IF FOR FEEDLOT SEPARATION DISTANCE AND 
LOT LINE SETBACK.

PACKET - HOEFS (VARIANCE).PDF

JAMES A HOEFS, NEW PRAGUE, MN (APPLICANT); JASON & EMILY 
HOEFS, NEW PRAGUE, MN (OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the required separation distance between an existing 
dwelling and an existing Animal Feedlot from 1,000 feet to 97 feet; and 
reduce the required Lot Depth from 300 feet to 250 feet; and reduce the 
required Buildable Area from 16,335 square feet to 10,086 square feet to 
accommodate a property split & combination to adjust existing lot lines. 
The subject property is located in the NE 1/4 of the SE 1/4, Section 30 of 
Lanesburgh Township. VARIANCE IS FOR SEPARATION DISTANCE TO A 

FEEDLOT, LOT DEPTH, AND BUILDABLE AREA.

PACKET - HOEFS (VARIANCE).PDF

RICHARD & ANN RYNDA, MONTGOMERY, MN (APPLICANT/OWNER)

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance to reduce the required acreage from 40 acres to 20 acres to 
accommodate a Temporary Dwelling for farm labor in an Agriculture "A" 
District. The subject property is located on the E 1/2 of the SE 1/4 of 
Section 31,of Lanesburgh Township.  VARIANCE IS FOR LOT SIZE.

PACKET - RYNDA (VARIANCE).PDF

Discussion Items

Warrants/Claims

Adjourn 

Board of Adjustment Hearing Procedure: The Chairman calls the meeting to order, then calls 
the item to be heard and asks the Applicant or representative present to come to the podium to 
answer any questions or present any comments. The Chairman opens the meeting to the 
public. Each speaker comes to the podium and states their name for the record prior to making a 
statement or posing a question. All questions or comments are to be directed to the board, not 
the applicant. After the public comments the Board of Adjustment publicly discusses the 
information and reviews the findings before making a motion. All meetings are recorded.
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AGENDA

LE SUEUR COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MEETING DATE: MARCH 5, 2026

TIME: 3:00 PM

PLACE: Le Sueur County Government Center
88 S. Park Avenue, Le Center, MN 56057
1st Floor, County Commissioner’s Boardroom

VIRTUAL: Online via Microsoft Teams
Dial in by phone: 1-469-850-4198
Meeting ID:  216 544 366 080 56
Passcode:  Sz6bP7YU
Please contact the Department for information on how to attend virtually.

ONSITE DATE: MARCH 5, 2026

ONSITE TIME: 11:30 AM

ALT. DATE: MARCH 9, 2026 – This alternate date will be used in case of inclement weather or extenuating
circumstances which would not allow the Public Hearing to be held on the original date.

**Board of Adjustment Members if you CANNOT be at the meeting or onsite contact the Department at 357-8538**
1. Call to Order
2. Agenda Additions/Corrections/Approval

Meeting Minutes JANUARY 8, 2026.  Additions/Corrections/Approval
3. Applications

ITEM #1: FRANKLIN SCHWARTZ & YVETTE BENSE, KASOTA, MN (APPLICANT/OWNER):  Request
the County grant an extension of Variance (#BOA-000533-2024 approved March 6, 2025) from the Le Sueur
County Zoning Ordinance for Intensifying the Use of a Nonconforming Structure to accommodate the
conversion of an existing attached garage into living space; and to reduce the required setback to the side
yard lot line (north) from 10 feet to 5 feet; and, reduce the required setback to the Road Right-of-Way (ROW)
from 25 feet to 21 feet to accommodate a 24’ X 24’ Detached Garage; and increase the maximum allowed
Impervious Surface Coverage on a lot to 46.6% in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of
Lake Washington, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake. The subject parcel is Lot 17 of Baker Bay
Subdivision, and part of Government Lot 3, Section 12, Kasota Township. VARIANCE IS FOR
INTENSIFYING THE USE OF A NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE, SIDE YARD SETBACK,
ROAD ROW SETBACK, AND IMPERVIOUS SURFACE.

ITEM #2: ***WITHDRAWN***SCOTT M & KATIE E THOMPSON,

MANKATO, MN (APPLICANT/OWNER): Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur
County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the exempted setback to a Private Road Right-Of-Way (ROW) from 60
feet to 30 feet; and reduce the exempted setback to the Ordinary High Water Level (OHWL) from 58 feet to
52 feet; and increase the maximum allowed Impervious Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 27.54% to
accommodate a new Single-Family Dwelling in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of
German Lake, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake. The subject property is Lot 32 of Glen's Beach
Subdivision in Section 4, Elysian Township. VARIANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW SETBACK, OHWL
SETBACK, AND IMPERVIOUS SURFACE.

ITEM #3: AMANDA WILKMAN, HERMOSA BEACH, CA (APPLICANT/OWNER): Requests the County grant
a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a Township
road Right-Of-Way from 65 feet to 36  feet; and reduce the exempted setback to a Side Yard lot line from 10
feet to 7 feet; and increase the maximum allowed Impervious Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 25.8%
to accommodate a new Single-Family Dwelling in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of
Lake Jefferson, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake. The subject property is Lot 5 of Edgewater Terrace
Subdivision in Section 3 of Cleveland Township. VARIANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW AND SIDE YARD
SETBACKS, AND IMPERVIOUS SURFACE.



ITEM #4: CHAD ZIEMKE, MANKATO, MN (APPLICANT); DEANNE NELSON, MADISON LAKE, MN
(OWNER):   Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce
the exempted setback to a Township Road Right-Of-Way (ROW) from 25 feet to 15 feet; and reduce the
exempted setback from a side yard lot line (westerly) from 10 feet to 2 feet; and to increase the maximum
structure height from 20 feet to 25 feet; and to increase the maximum allowed Impervious Surface coverage
on a lot from 25% to 27.9% to accommodate a 28' x 34' detached garage in a Recreational Residential "RR"
Shoreland District of Lake Washington, a Recreational Development "RD" lake. The subject property is Lot
11 of Kennywood Beach Subdivision, Section 18, of Kasota Township. VARIANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW
AND SIDE YARD SETBACKS, STRUCTURE HEIGHT, AND IMPERVIOUS SURFACE.

ITEM #5: KEVIN L BUSCHO & JOYCE L BUSCHO, KILKENNY, MN (APPLICANT/OWNER):  Request the
County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a
County Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 75 feet to 56 feet, and to enlarge a lawful nonconforming structure
to accommodate a 25' x 33' dwelling addition in the Agriculture "A" District. The subject property is located
in part of the W 1/2 of the SW 1/4, Section 11 of Waterville Township. VARIANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW
SETBACK AND ENLARGING A NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE.

ITEM #6: JAMES & MARILYN KLUNTZ, CLEVELAND, MN (APPLICANT/OWNER):  Request the County
grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a
Township Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 65 feet to 55 feet; and reduce the required setback from a
Township Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 65 feet to 52 feet; and enlarge a lawful nonconforming structure
to accommodate a 16' x 18' dwelling addition, a 20' x 12' deck, and a 4' x 12' front porch in a Recreational
Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Jefferson, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake. The subject
property is Lot 4, Block 2, Kluntz's Lakewood Knoll, Section 1 of Cleveland Township. VARIANCE IS
FOR ROAD ROW SETBACK AND ENLARGING A NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE.

ITEM #7: JAMES A HOEFS, NEW PRAGUE, MN (APPLICANT); JAMES A HOEFS TRUST & DONNA M
HOEFS TRUST, NEW PRAGUE, MN (OWNER):   Request the County grant a Variance from the Le
Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required separation distance between an existing Animal
Feedlot to an existing dwelling on an adjacent lot from 1,000 feet to 97 feet; and reduce the required setback
between an existing Animal Feedlot to an existing dwelling from 1,000 feet to 775 feet; and reduce the
required setback between the structure of an Animal Feedlot to a lot line from 100 feet to 15 feet; and reduce
the required setback from an accessory structure to a side yard lot line from 15 feet to 6 feet to accommodate
a 115' x 70' barn and a property split and combination to adjust existing lot lines. The subject property is
located in the SE 1/4, Section 30 of Lanesburgh Township. VARIANCE IF FOR FEEDLOT
SEPARATION DISTANCE AND LOT LINE SETBACK.

ITEM #8: JAMES A HOEFS, NEW PRAGUE, MN (APPLICANT); JASON & EMILY HOEFS, NEW
PRAGUE, MN (OWNER):   Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning
Ordinance to reduce the required separation distance between an existing dwelling and an existing Animal
Feedlot from 1,000 feet to 97 feet; and reduce the required Lot Depth from 300 feet to 250 feet; and reduce
the required Buildable Area from 16,335 square feet to 10,086 square feet to accommodate a property split &
combination to adjust existing lot lines. The subject property is located in the NE 1/4 of the SE 1/4, Section
30 of Lanesburgh Township. VARIANCE IS FOR SEPARATION DISTANCE TO A FEEDLOT, LOT
DEPTH, AND BUILDABLE AREA.

ITEM #9: RICHARD & ANN RYNDA, MONTGOMERY, MN (APPLICANT/OWNER):  Request the County
grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required acreage from 40 acres to
20 acres to accommodate a Temporary Dwelling for farm labor in an Agriculture "A" District. The subject
property is located on the E 1/2 of the SE 1/4 of Section 31, of Lanesburgh Township.  VARIANCE IS FOR
LOT SIZE.

4. Discussion Items

5. Warrants/Claims

6. Adjourn

Board of Adjustment Hearing Procedure: The Chair calls the meeting to order, then calls the item to be heard and asks the
Applicant or representative present to come to the podium to answer any questions or present any comments.  The Chair opens
the meeting to the public.  Each speaker comes to the podium and states their name for the record prior to making a statement or
posing a question.  All questions or comments are to be directed to the Board, not the applicant.  After the public comment
period is closed, the Board of Adjustment publicly discusses the information and reviews the findings before making a motion.
All meetings are recorded.



 LE SUEUR COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
88 SOUTH PARK AVENUE

LE CENTER, MINNESOTA 56057
January 8, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT: John Wolf, Jeanne Doheny, and Russel Anderson

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jim Mladek and Colin Harris

OTHERS PRESENT: Aaron Stubbs and Trevor Rudenick

1. Call to Order:   Chairperson Jeanne Doheny called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm.

2. Agenda:  Additions/Corrections: NONE.

Motion to approve the agenda was made by JOHN WOLF.

Second by RUSSEL ANDERSON.

MOTION APPROVED.  MOTION CARRIED.

3. Minutes: November 6, 2025 Meeting, Additions/Corrections: NONE.

Motion to approve the minutes was made by RUSSEL ANDERSON.

Second by JOHN WOLF.

MOTION APPROVED.  MOTION CARRIED.

4. Applications:

ITEM #1: CHRISTOPHER & BROOKE MOORE, CLEVELAND, MN (APPLICANT/OWNER):
Requests the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the 
required setback to a the Ordinary High Water Level (OHWL) from 100 feet to 55 feet and increase 
the maximum allowed Impervious Surface coverage on a lot to 36.3% to accommodate a 36' x 16' in-
ground pool in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Jefferson, a Recreational 
Development "RD" Lake. The subject property is Lot 10 and part of Lot  9, Beaver Dam Plat of 
Section 5, Elysian Township.

VARIANCE IS FOR OHWL SETBACK AND IMPERVIOUS SURFACE. ITEM WAS 
TABLED FROM NOVEMBER 6, 2025 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING

Trevor Rudenick presented the PowerPoint presentation.

Brooke Moore was present for the applicants.

PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE:

A letter of correspondence in opposition of the request received November 5, 2025 was read into the record. In the
letter, the neighbor expressed concern with existing stormwater runoff and drainage issues resulting from the existing
impervious surface coverage. They were concerned about the addition of more impervious surface. They questioned
how the applicants would access the lake if existing stairs were removed, and whether the new access would also be
impervious surface.



They believed the applicant should be required to reduce impervious surface on the southerly side of the driveway and
capture excess stormwater that flows to their property. They submitted a picture of a rock area next to the driveway that
was being parked on. They were concerned with how the pool would be drained and filled, and submitted a copy of a
shared well agreement limiting the use to household use.

REVIEW OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:

Mr. Rudenick read each of the proposed conditions from the presentation into the record.

There were no questions or objections from the applicant.

INITIAL COMMENTS FROM THE APPLICANT:

Ms. Moore stated they are looking to install a pool for personal use only. She stated she felt it was safer for their kids to
swim in than the lake. In regards to the runoff from the driveway, Ms. Moore stated that a Land Alteration Permit from
the previous owners addressed the concern. She stated she was not aware that parking on the rocks made the area
impervious, and she did not have any issue mitigating it by converting it to pervious. She stated that she believed they
were removing enough impervious surface to balance the increase from the pool.

INITIAL QUESTIONS FROM THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:

Chairperson Doheny asked how the applicant would access the lake with the removal of the steps. Ms. Moore stated she
would work with her contractor to develop a pervious option when they work on the Zoning Permit. Chairperson
Doheny asked if they have considered other options to reduce surface runoff on the property. Ms. Moore stated that she
would be willing to work with her contractor to develop options in order to meet the proposed conditions.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:     NONE

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:

Member Wolf asked whether the applicant would use pervious pavers for replacing the stairs. Ms. Moore stated that
they did not have a plan for that yet. Member Wolf asked staff whether pervious pavers would require a permit. Mr.
Rudenick clarified that it would be done with the Zoning Permit, and that the specs for any pervious pavers would need
to be reviewed and approved by staff. Chairperson Doheny asked about other impervious removals such as the Water
Oriented Accessory Structures as stated in the proposed conditions. Ms. Moore stated that she could remove the lake
shed and lake deck. Mr. Rudenick displayed a chart indicating the square footage of impervious that would be removed.

ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENTS:     NONE

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DISCUSSION:     NONE

FINDINGS:

1. The request is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control. (3-0 in support)

 If the applicant meets all proposed conditions- Members Wolf and Anderson in support
 Still concerned with impervious surface and runoff to lake. Would like to see it reduced further-

Chairperson Doheny in support.

2. The request is consistent with the comprehensive plan. (2-1 in support, Chairperson Doheny in dissent)

 If the applicant meets all proposed conditions- Members Wolf and Anderson in support
 Still concerned with runoff to lake, more can be done- Chairperson Doheny in dissent

3. The property owner is proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control.
(3-0 in support)

 Still question need for pool if you live on the lake- Chairperson Doheny



4. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property, not created by the landowner.
(3-0 in support)

 All members adopted proposed findings
 When the lots were originally created, a Zoning Ordinance was not in effect, and therefore no lot size

standards existed.

 The septic absorption area is located in the front yard of the property, which restricts the pool from
being put in that area.

 Based on the above information, the plight of the landowner was not created by the landowner.

5. Whether the variance would alter the essential character of the locality. (3-0 in support)

 All members adopted proposed findings
 The locality is lakeshore residential lots.
 The applicant is proposing to add a pool on the lake side of their house, not visible from the road.
 Pools are a permitted accessory structure for the Recreational Residential zoning that the parcel is

current zoned.

 There are accessory structures located similarly in the area.
 Based on the above information, the request would maintain the essential character of the locality.

6. Whether the request for the variance involves more than economic considerations. (3-0 in support)

 All members adopted proposed findings
 If approved, the applicant would be able to construct a pool on their property for personal use.
 Based on the above information, the request does involve more than economic considerations.

Motion made by JOHN WOLF to recommend Approval of the application with the conditions read into the
record from the Powerpoint presentation.

Second by RUSSEL ANDERSON.

MOTION APPROVED (3-0).  MOTION CARRIED.

ITEM #2: STEVE & PAULA HAUGDAHL, INVER GROVE HEIGHTS, MN (APPLICANT); PAULA C 
HAUGDAHL TRUST, ST. PETER, MN (OWNER):   Request the County grant a Variance from 
the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required setback to a side yard lot line 
(Southerly) from 50 feet to 33 feet to accommodate a Single-Family Dwelling, and reduce the 
required setback to a side yard lot line (Easterly) from 50 feet to 20 feet to accommodate a 30' x 50'
shed in a Conservancy "C" District. The subject property is in the NW 1/4 of the SW 1/4, Section 23, 
Kasota Township.

VARIANCE IS FOR SIDE YARD SETBACKS.

Trevor Rudenick presented the PowerPoint presentation.

Steve and Paula Haugdahl were present for the applicants.

REVIEW OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:

Mr. Rudenick read each of the proposed conditions into the record.

There were no questions or objections from the applicant.

INITIAL COMMENTS FROM THE APPLICANT:

Mr. Haugdahl stated that the lot had been created in 2003. He stated he and his wife had always planned to retire to this
parcel. Mr. Haugdahl stated that they had designed a house layout last winter, but there was confusion with the surveyor
about the Bluff setback. The initial setback shown was 30 feet, when the requirement is 50 feet for undeveloped lots.
Mr. Haugdahl stated that after discussion with County staff, the request was changed to reduce the Side Yard setbacks
instead of Bluff setbacks for the dwelling and the shed.



INITIAL QUESTIONS FROM THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:

Chairperson Doheny asked what the applicants timeline was. Mr. Haugdahl stated they planned to start as soon as road
restrictions were off in the spring, and they planned to be done with the structure by the fall of 2026. Chairperson
Doheny asked which side of the shed the doors would be on. Mr. Haugdahl presented his shed plan to the Board and
explained the main doors would be on the west side of the structure. Chairperson Doheny asked whether there would be
a concrete drive up to the shed doors. Mr. Haugdahl stated there would only be a small concrete apron. Mrs. Haugdahl
added that there would be tile to move stormwater to the bottom of the Bluff instead of running down it and causing
erosion.

PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE:     NONE

PUBLIC COMMENTS:     NONE

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:

Member Wolf thanked the applicant for moving the structures away from the bluff.

ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENTS:     NONE

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DISCUSSION:     NONE

FINDINGS:

1. The request is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control. (3-0 in support)

 All Members adopted proposed findings
 The official controls in the request are the required setback to a side yard lot line.
 The setback from the side yard lot line is to prevent infringement of structures onto neighboring

properties. 

 For both the shed and dwelling, the neighboring properties are either vacant or have sufficient open
space between them and the proposed structures.

 It is unlikely that the proposed structures will cause an impact to neighboring properties.

2. The request is consistent with the comprehensive plan. (3-0 in support)

 All Members adopted proposed findings
 The Le Sueur County Comprehensive Plan (adopted in 2007) lists the protection of bluff areas in the 

Conservancy district in Goal #2, Objective 1. 

 The applicant has revised their proposal so all structures and septic system meet the required bluff 
setback. 

 This request appears to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.

3. The property owner is proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control.
(3-0 in support)

 All Members adopted proposed findings
 This parcel has never been developed.
 The bluff represents a sensitive characteristic that would require additional consideration during

development. 

 The applicant has revised their site plan from an earlier plan and moved both of their proposed
structures to meet the bluff setbacks and instead is requesting a side yard setback. This is less impactful
compared to potential impacts to the sensitive feature of the bluff. 

 This request appears to be a reasonable request not permitted by official controls.



4. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property, not created by the landowner.
(3-0 in support)

 All members adopted proposed findings
 This request is a result of significant bluff areas on a majority of the subject parcel.
 Through discussions with County staff, the request was revised to meet bluff setbacks and instead

request a Variance to the side yard. 

 Due to the amount of bluff on the property, this request appears to be unique circumstances to the
property not created by the landowner.

 Appreciate they revised their plan to consider the bluff setback-Chairperson Doheny in support

5. Whether the variance would alter the essential character of the locality. (3-0 in support)

 All members adopted proposed findings
 The subject property has been an undeveloped lot for over sixty years.
 The essential character of the locality is rural, with scattered dwellings and Shoreland Country Club to

the south. 

 Approving the variance would not alter the essential character of the locality.

6. Whether the request for the variance involves more than economic considerations. (3-0 in support)

 All members adopted proposed findings
 This request is related to improved personal use on an existing lot.
 The applicant is proposing to develop this property and build a single-family dwelling for personal use.
 The basis for this request does not appear to be exclusively economic in nature.

Motion made by JOHN WOLF to recommend APPROVAL of the application with the conditions proposed in
the staff report.

Second by RUSSEL ANDERSON.

MOTION APPROVED (3-0).  MOTION CARRIED.

ITEM #3: SEAN MCCASLIN, WATERVILLE, MN (APPLICANT); MCCASLIN PROPERTIES LLC, 
WATERVILLE, MN (OWNER):   Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County 
Zoning Ordinance to expand a nonconforming structure to accommodate a 24' x 32' attached garage 
and a 15 'x 20' attached office in a Recreational Commercial "RC" Shoreland District of Lake 
Sakatah, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake. The subject property is located in Government Lot 
4, Section 23, Waterville Township.

VARIANCE IS FOR EXPANDING A NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE.

Trevor Rudenick presented the PowerPoint presentation.

Sean McCaslin was present for the applicant.

REVIEW OF PROPOSED CONDITIONS:

Mr. Rudenick read each of the proposed conditions into the record.

There were no questions or objections from the applicant.

INITIAL COMMENTS FROM THE APPLICANT:

Mr. McCaslin stated that on September 9, 2025, fire damaged the office, detached garage, and part of the dwelling on
the property. He stated that the Variance was due to attaching the structures to the house. He stated the reason for this
was to alleviate congestion for vehicles in that area of the campground.



INITIAL QUESTIONS FROM THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:

Chairperson Doheny asked what the applicants timeline was. Mr. McCaslin stated he would like to start the next
Monday if the variance was approved. Chairperson Doheny asked Mr. Rudenick if the Zoning Permit would be ready
that soon. Mr. Rudenick stated that the applicant had submitted the Zoning permit with the Variance application and
that it would be ready to issue after Variance approval.

PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE:     NONE

PUBLIC COMMENTS:     NONE

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:     NONE

ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENTS:     NONE

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DISCUSSION:     NONE

FINDINGS:

1. The request is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control. (3-0 in support)

 All Members adopted proposed findings
 The official controls in the request are the expansion of a Nonconforming structure.
 The subject property is a conforming lot, and the existing dwelling was built closer to the road Right-of-

Way (ROW) than what is allowed under the current standards.

 Whenever nonconforming structures are expanded, a variance is required and steps should be taken to
bring the lot into compliance with current regulations. In this request, the applicant is proposing to
rebuild a previously detached garage and office as attached onto the existing dwelling. The garage and
office were completely destroyed and the house damaged by a fire in September of 2025.

 No part of the project is getting closer to the road ROW than what is currently existing.
 The proposed addition meets required setbacks.
 It appears that the proposed additions would be in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the

official controls.

2. The request is consistent with the comprehensive plan. (3-0 in support)

 All Members adopted proposed findings
 The Le Sueur County Comprehensive Plan (adopted in 2007) lists the protection of natural resources 

and improving water quality as two of its goals.

 The proposed dwelling additions will not be getting any closer to the sensitive feature of the lake, and 
would not add any additional hard-surface and cause runoff issues. 

 This request appears to be consistent with the comprehensive plan.

3. The property owner is proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control.
(3-0 in support)

 All Members adopted proposed findings
 This area was originally developed in the 1960’s. In that time, there have been no reported issues with

the existing dwelling on the campground.

 Attaching the garage and office to the dwelling area will resolve traffic congestion and a parking issue
in this area.

 The proposed additions meet the required 100 foot road ROW setback.
 This appears to be a reasonable request not permitted by official controls.
 Improvement to efficiency of movement in the area.-Chairperson Doheny in support.



4. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property, not created by the landowner.
(3-0 in support)

 All members adopted proposed findings
 This request is a result of changing standards in the County’s Zoning Ordinance.
 This area was developed in the 1960’s. Since that time, minimum standards have been created or

increased for road ROW setbacks. For these reasons the dwelling is considered to be a lawful non-
conforming structure. 

 This request appear to be due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the landowner.

5. Whether the variance would alter the essential character of the locality. (3-0 in support)

 All members adopted proposed findings
 The subject property has been a campground lot for over sixty years.
 The essential character of the locality is residential and commercial. The applicant is proposing to

rebuild the two structures but attach to the existing dwelling.

 This appears to maintain the essential character of the locality.
 Improvement to movement in campground- Chairperson Doheny in support

6. Whether the request for the variance involves more than economic considerations. (3-0 in support)

 All members adopted proposed findings
 This request is related to improved personal use on an existing Lot.
 The existing structures and dwelling were damaged by fire, and the applicant is looking to rebuild and

repair. 

 The basis for this request does not appear to be exclusively economic in nature.

Motion made by JOHN WOLF to recommend APPROVAL of the application with the conditions proposed in
the staff report.

Second by RUSSEL ANDERSON.

MOTION APPROVED (3-0).  MOTION CARRIED.

5. B.O.A. Discussion Items:

 2026 Board of Adjustment Dates

 Comp Plan Update
o DRAFT complete
o Public Hearing with the Planning Commission January 15, 2026
o Public Hearing with the County Board tentatively scheduled February 17, 2026

 New Planner Position filled – Meghan Bajula-Hagen
 Open Position – Environmental Programs Administrator

o Posted December 29, 2025

6. Warrants/Claim-signatures:

7. Adjournment:

Motion to adjourn meeting by JOHN WOLF.

Second by RUSSEL ANDERSON.

MOTION APPROVED (3-0).  MOTION CARRIED.

The meeting was adjourned by Chairperson Jeanne Doheny at 4:06 pm.



Respectfully submitted,

Trevor Rudenick
Recording of the meeting not available due to technical error with recording device.

Minutes created from notes taken during meeting.
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VARIANCE TIME EXTENSION 
STAFF REPORT 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
MEETING DATE:  March 5, 2026 
 
APPLICANT/OWNERS: Franklin Schwartz and Yvette Bense 
 
911 ADDRESS:  1222 Baker Bay Road, Kasota, MN 56050 
 
VARIANCE REQUEST:   Request the County grant an extension of Variance (#BOA-000533-2024 approved March 6, 

2025) from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance for Intensifying the Use of a Nonconforming 
Structure to accommodate the conversion of an existing attached garage into living space; and to 
reduce the required setback to the side yard lot line (north) from 10 feet to 5 feet; and, reduce the 
required setback to the Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 25 feet to 21 feet to accommodate a 24’ 
X 24’ Detached Garage; and increase the maximum allowed Impervious Surface Coverage on a lot 
to 46.6% in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Washington, a 
Recreational Development "RD" Lake. 

 
VARIANCE NUMBER:  BOA-001105-2026  
 
PARCEL NUMBER:    05.440.0170 
 
 

SITE INFORMATION 
 
LOCATION:  The subject parcel is Lot 17 of Baker Bay Subdivision, and part of Government Lot 3, Section 12, 

Kasota Township. 
 
ZONING & PURPOSE:  Recreational Residential (RR) District 
 

The intent of the Recreational Residential (RR) District is to preserve areas which have natural 
characteristics suitable for both passive and active recreational usage. Also, it is the intent of this 
district to manage areas suitable for residential development of varying types, including permanent 
and seasonal housing. Some non-residential uses with minimal impacts on residential uses are 
allowed if properly managed under conditional use procedures. 
 

GOALS AND POLICIES: The current Land Use Plan, adopted in 2007, makes reference to protection of the ecological 
systems of the natural environment. 

 
 
GOAL #2:    Le Sueur County should adopt and enforce land use goals and policies that conserve and restore its natural 

resources, bring protections to the ecological systems of the natural environment, and prevent the premature 
development of natural resource areas. 

 
Objective 2:  Utilize shorelands on Recreational Development Lakes (RD) for housing, but with a focus on development design 

that protects the resource. 
 
GENERAL SITE 
DESCRIPTION: Platted lake-frontage Lot, Nonconforming Lot 
 
ACCESS:  Existing access from Baker Bay Road 
 
LAKE:  Lake Washington, Recreational Development (RD) Lake 
 
RD LAKE -     Lakes that usually have between sixty (60) and two hundred twenty five (225) acres of water per 

mile of shoreline, between three (3) and twenty five (25) dwellings per mile of shoreline, and are 
more than fifteen (15) feet deep. 

 
RFPE:   Regulatory Flood Protection Elevation: 985.8 Lowest floor must be at or above RFPE. 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The subject parcel is part of a Subdivision Plat (Baker Bay) created in 1957. The Lot is considered Nonconforming due to not meeting 
the Lot Width, Depth, and Area requirements of the current Zoning Ordinance standards. County records indicate the current dwelling 
was built approximately in 1970. At the time it was built, it did not meet Ordinance standards. The applicant is proposing to convert 
the attached garage into living space by adding a bedroom, bathroom, and office space along with replacing a narrow staircase. They 
are also proposing a new 24’x24’ Detached Garage to accommodate for the loss of current garage space. The applicant has discussed 
water mitigation with staff and will use rain barrels. The applicant has stated that the reason for the extension is due to issues with 
getting a contractor for the project. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

Application, Survey (Existing & Proposed Conditions), Building Plans, Aerial Image, & Findings of Fact Form 
 

FINDINGS 
 
Staff findings per Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance, the following findings have been developed for this request:   
 

1. Variance: Request: Required: Ordinance: Page: 
 

a. Time Extension:   Section 22, Subdiv. 7.   22-6  
 

ORDINANCE REVIEW 
 

ZONING ORDINANCE SECTIONS:   Section 22 -  Board of Adjustment 
 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CONSIDERATIONS 
 

1. Did the applicant and/or landowner submit the time extension request in writing, and was the request submitted at least thirty 
(30) days prior to the expiration of the original Variance? 

 
2. Has the applicant established a good faith attempt to complete the work permitted in the Variance? 

 
STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS 

 
1. Variance# BOA-000533-2024 was approved by the Board of Adjustment on March 6, 2025. 

 
2. In the time since the March 2025 approval, the applicant has encountered the following issues: 

 
a. The applicant has stated that there were issues in getting a contractor for building the detached garage. 

 
3. A Zoning Permit, approving the construction of this project, has not yet been submitted 

 
4. If approved for the 1-year Time Extension, the project would need to be completed prior to March 6, 2027 

 



Fee: $646.00

City: City:
State: MN Zip: 56050 State: MN Zip: 56050
Phone: Phone:
Email: Email:

Township:
Section: 12
TWP #: 109 Lot #: 17 RR
Range#: 26 Block#: FEMA Panel #: 27079C0 245E
1/4 - 1/4: TWP

PUBLIC HEARING DATE: ACTION:

TIME EXTENSION
LE SUEUR COUNTY

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
88 SOUTH PARK AVENUE

LE CENTER, MN 56057

Application Date: January 31, 2026 Permit Number: BOA-001105-2026
60-Day Ruling Date: April 1, 2026 911-Address: 1222 Baker Bay Rd, Kasota, MN 56050

Applicant(s): Franklin Schwartz, Yvette Bense Landowner(s): Franklin Schwartz, Yvette Bense

Mailing Address: 1222 Baker Bay Road Mailing Address: 1222 Baker Bay Road
Kasota Kasota

507-363-4372 507-363-4372

1.) Reason for the Requested Time Extension:

Kasota Parcel No.: 05.440.0170
Subdivision: Baker Bay Subdivision

Zoning District:

Govt. Lot 3 Road Type: Flood Zone: X Outside

I (We), the undersigned, owner(s) and/or applicant(s) of the property described herein, do hereby respectfully petition your Honorable Bodies 
to grant a Time Extension, as hereinafter designated, and in support thereof, the following facts are presented:

Request the County grant an extension of Variance (#BOA-000533-2024 approved March 6, 2025) from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance for 
Intensifying the Use of a Nonconforming Structure to accommodate the conversion of an existing attached garage into living space; and to reduce the 
required setback to the side yard lot line (north) from 10 feet to 5 feet; and, reduce the required setback to the Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 25 feet to 21 
feet to accommodate a 24’ X 24’ Detached Garage; and increase the maximum allowed Impervious Surface Coverage on a lot to 46.6% in a Recreational 
Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Washington, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake.

2.) Reasons for approval or denial of the request are listed in the Findings of Fact.

3.) Special Conditions of the Request:
Please see the Final Decision Notice for all Conditions related to this request.

APPLICANT/PROPERTY OWNER DATE

LE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING AUTHORITY DATE

** ALL FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE**

ON-SITE TOUR DATE: March 5, 2026

March 5, 2026

AS WRITTEN WITH CONDITIONS

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR DATE

February 13, 2026





Variance #:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

ACTION: APPROVED DENIED

CONDITION(S):

APPLICANT'S RESPONSE TO THE CONDITIONS:

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR DATE

E. IF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DETERMINES ALL OF THE ABOVE STANDARDS HAVE BEEN MET BY A SIMPLE MAJORITY, THEN THE 
STANDARD FOR GRANTING A TIME EXTENSION HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED.

Variance Request: Request the County grant an extension of Variance (#BOA-000533-2024 approved March 6, 2025) from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance for Intensifying the Use of a 
Nonconforming Structure to accommodate the conversion of an existing attached garage into living space; and to reduce the required setback to the side yard lot line (north) 
from 10 feet to 5 feet; and, reduce the required setback to the Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 25 feet to 21 feet to accommodate a 24’ X 24’ Detached Garage; and increase 
the maximum allowed Impervious Surface Coverage on a lot to 46.6% in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Washington, a Recreational Development 
"RD" Lake.

A. The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official control including restrictions placed on 
nonconformities.

B. No Variance may be granted that would allow any use that is prohibited in the Zoning District in which the subject property is located.

C. Facts supporting the answer to each question must be documented below, and are hereby certified to be the Findings of Fact of the Board of Adjustement.

D. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control and when the variances are consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan.

1.) Did the applicant and/or landowner submit the time extension request in writing, and was the request submitted at least thirty 
(30) days prior to the expiration of the original Variance?

2.) Has the applicant established a good faith attempt to complete the work permitted in the Variance?

BOA-001105-2026

TIME EXTENSION
FINDINGS OF FACT

Name of Applicant(s) or Landowner(s): Franklin Schwartz, Yvette Bense
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Application – Variance Time Extension  
 

I. Applicant:  
 Name   
 Mailing Address   
 City   State    Zip     
 Phone #   Phone #    
  
II. Landowner:   
 Name     
 Property Address    
 City   State    Zip   
 Phone #   Phone #   
   
III. Parcel Information:  
 Parcel Number    Parcel Acreage   
 Township    Section     
 Subdivision   Lot   Block   
 

Full Legal Description must be attached.  
 (Full legal description can be found on deed, not abbreviated legal description from tax statement).    

 
IV. Variance Request:  List requested alternative to development standard(s). 

  
  
 

V. Description of Request:   
 

 a.  A full written description outlining the need for the Time Extension must be attached. 
  
VI. Quantities and Submittal Formats: 

 
a. One (1) reproducible 8.5” x 11” copy of the request and all other supporting documents.  
  
b. Electronic version of any supporting documents are preferred, if available.  
  
c.  Additional copies may be requested as deemed necessary by the Department.   
  

VII. Fees:       

 Time Extension: $   600   

 Filing Fee: $      46 
 

 

 Additional Fees: 

  Special Meeting: $1,500 

 After-The-Fact meeting fee: Doubled + After-The-Fact Penalty. 

 After-The-Fact Penalty: $1,500 OR 10% of the improvement, whichever is greater. 
 

**Fees are non-refundable, and must be paid at the time of application** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Received 1-31-2026

Franklin Schwartz
Franklin Schwartz, Yvette Bense

Franklin Schwartz
1222 baker bay rd

Franklin Schwartz
Kasota

Franklin Schwartz
mn

Franklin Schwartz
56050

Franklin Schwartz
5073634372

Franklin Schwartz
Franklin Schwartz, Yvette Bense

Franklin Schwartz
1222 Baker Bay RD

Franklin Schwartz
Kasota 

Franklin Schwartz
mn

Franklin Schwartz
56050

Franklin Schwartz
5073634372

Franklin Schwartz
05.440.0170

Franklin Schwartz
Kasota

Franklin Schwartz
Requesting a variance extenstion of one year. 
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VIII. Procedure:  See Section 22 of the Zoning Ordinance for full details. 
 

a. An application must be submitted either in person or electronically by the applicant and/or landowner no later than 2 
P.M. on the date of application deadline.   

 
b. All required information must be submitted at the time of application, or the application may not be deemed complete. 

 
c. Incomplete applications shall be placed on Hold until such time all required information is submitted. 

  
d. All fees shall be paid at the time of application. 

 
e. Notification will be sent to all landowners within 500 feet of the affected property, (minimum of 10 landowners) as well 

as the affected Town Board, any municipality within 2 miles, and other applicable agencies. 
 

f. Notice will be published in the newspaper of general circulation in the area concerned and the official newspaper of 
the County. 

 
g. The Board of Adjustment may conduct an onsite visit to the affected property prior to the scheduled meeting.  Any 

conversation with the Board of Adjustment during the onsite visit is prohibited.   
 

h. The Board of Adjustment shall hold a public hearing on the proposed Time Extension at a scheduled Board of 
Adjustment meeting.   

 
i. The applicant or a representative shall appear before the Board of Adjustment in order to answer questions 

concerning the request, or the application will be tabled. 
 

j. The Board of Adjustment has the authority to determine Time Extension approval or denial.   
No Variance may be granted that allows any use that is prohibited in the Zoning District in which the property is 
located, unless that use is deemed a legal nonconforming use as defined by the Zoning Ordinance.   

 
k. The Department shall notify the applicant and/or landowner in writing of the Board of Adjustment decision.  

 
l. The Department will file a certified copy of any order or decision issued by the Board of Adjustment with the County 

Recorder. 
 

m. A Zoning Permit is required prior to starting construction; however, Zoning Permits will not be available the day of the 
Board of Adjustment meeting.  A Zoning Permit application shall be approved prior to obtaining a Zoning Permit.   

 

IX. Acknowledgement: 
I understand that Le Sueur County will never request payment from applicants via wire transfer, gift cards, 
cryptocurrency, or any other unconventional or insecure method. Any such request should be considered 
fraudulent and treated as a scam. 
 

If I receive a suspicious communication claiming to be from Le Sueur County and asking for payment, I will not 
respond or send any money. Instead, I will immediately report the incident to Le Sueur Environmental Services 
Department and to the appropriate authorities, such as the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) or local law 
enforcement. 
 

By signing below, I acknowledge this policy and agree to remain vigilant against potential scams. 

 
X. Signatures: 
 I hereby certify that I am either the owner of the subject property or have been authorized on behalf of the landowner to apply for this 

permit. I have read this application and swear the submitted information is true and correct. All provisions of the laws and ordinances 
governing this work will be complied with whether specified herein or not. I fully understand that the granting of a permit does not 
presume to give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of any state or local laws regulating construction or the performance of 
construction. I understand the information I provided for this application will be utilized to determine suitability under the ordinances of Le 
Sueur County and any omissions or erroneous information provided may result in the permit not being issued. I also understand that by 
applying for this permit, I grant Le Sueur County Environmental Services Department staff authority to access the above property for 
inspections throughout the application and permitting process. 

 

_________________________________   ___________________  
   Applicant signature    Date  
 

   ___________________________________  ___________________    
      Property Owner signature       Date 

Received 1-31-2026

Franklin Schwartz
01/31/2026

Franklin Schwartz
01/31/2026



To whom it may concern:  

A variance extension is being requested from Le Sueur County because the project to 
convert the existing garage into living space, along with the construction of a new 
detached garage, has not yet been completed. The primary reason for the delay is that 
the contractor had prior commitments, which postponed the project start date. Work is 
now progressing, and the interior of the home is currently in its final stages of 
completion. The remaining major component—the detached garage—will likely need to 
be finished in multiple phases due to the project’s scope and timing. An additional year 
on the variance would provide the necessary time to complete all remaining tasks 
responsibly and in accordance with county requirements.

Thank You 

Franklin Schwartz 

Yvette Bense 

Received 1-31-2026
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VARIANCE  
STAFF REPORT 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

March 5, 2026 

Amanda Wilkman 

46525 Evergreen Lane, Cleveland, MN 56017 

Requests the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the 
required setback from a Township road ROW from 65 feet to 36 feet; and reduce the exempted 
setback to a Side Yard lot line from 10 feet to 7 feet; and increase the maximum allowed 
Impervious Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 25.8% to accommodate a new Single-Family 
Dwelling in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Jefferson, a Recreational 
Development "RD" Lake. 

BOA-001088-2026 

MEETING DATE: 

APPLICANT/OWNER: 

911 ADDRESS: 

VARIANCE REQUEST:  

VARIANCE NUMBER: 

PARCEL NUMBER:   01.550.0050 

SITE INFORMATION 

LOCATION:  The subject property is Lot 5 of Edgewater Terrace Subdivision in Section 3, Cleveland 
Township. 

ZONING & PURPOSE: Recreational Residential (RR) District 

The intent of the Recreational Residential (RR) District is to preserve areas which have natural 
characteristics suitable for both passive and active recreational usage. Also, it is the intent of this 
district to manage areas suitable for residential development of varying types, including permanent 
and seasonal housing. Some non-residential uses with minimal impacts on residential uses are 
allowed if properly managed under conditional use procedures. 

GOALS AND POLICIES: The current Land Use Plan, adopted in 2007, makes reference to protection of the ecological 
systems of the natural environment. 

GOAL #2: Le Sueur County should adopt and enforce land use goals and policies that conserve and restore its natural 
resources, bring protections to the ecological systems of the natural environment, and prevent the premature 
development of natural resource areas. 

Objective 2: Utilize shorelands on Recreational Development Lakes (RD) for housing, but with a focus on development design 

GENERAL SITE 
DESCRIPTION: Platted lake-frontage lot, Legal Nonconforming lot 

ACCESS: Existing access from Evergreen Lane 

LAKE: Lake Jefferson, a Recreational Development (RD) Lake 

Recreational Development Lake -  Lakes that usually have between sixty (60) and two hundred twenty-five (225) acres of water per 
mile of shoreline, between three (3) and twenty-five (25) dwellings per mile of shoreline and are 
more than fifteen (15) feet deep. 

RFPE:  Regulatory Flood Protection Elevation: 1022.1 Lowest floor must be at or above RFPE. 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The subject parcel is part of a Subdivision Plat from 1964. County records indicate the subject parcel was developed in 1969 with a 
building/zoning permit for a mobile home. The residential lot is considered a nonconforming parcel because it does not meet the 
required Lot Area, Lot Depth, or Lot Width requirements of the current applicable Zoning District. The applicants intend to redevelop 
the subject parcel by constructing a single-family dwelling with an attached garage. If approved, the variance would allow the new 
structure to be built with reduced setbacks from the road ROW and side yard. In addition, the maximum allowed Impervious Surface 
coverage would increase to 25.8%  
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

Application, Description of Request, Survey (Existing & Proposed Conditions), Building Plans, LIDAR map, Aerial Image, & 
Findings of Fact Form 

 

FINDINGS 
 
Staff findings per Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance, the following findings have been developed for this request:   
 

1. Variance: Request: Required: Ordinance: Page: 
 

a. Reduce ROW Setback: 51 feet 65 feet Section 13.3, Subdiv. 7. A. 3.  13-52 
 

b. Reduce Side Yard Setback: 7 feet 10 feet Section 13.3, Subdiv.7. B. 2.  13-53 
  

c. Increase Impervious Coverage: 25.8% 25% Section 13.3, Subdiv. 7. I. 3.  13-56 
 

2. The applicant is requesting the variance to develop the property with a single family dwelling. 
 

3. The subject parcel is a legal nonconforming Lot. 
 

CONSIDERATIONS 
 

1.  The following shall be considered at the hearing: 
 

a. There are special circumstances or conditions affecting the land, structures or use referred to in the Variance. 
 
b. Whether the granting of the application would be a detriment to the public health, safety, and general welfare or injurious 

to property or improvements in the area adjacent to the property of the applicant/landowner. 
 

 2. Additional Considerations:    
 

a. The request is to accommodate the development of the subject parcel.  
 

PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY 
 

The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official 
control including restrictions placed on non-conformities. 

 
1. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control.   

 
2. Variances shall only be permitted when the request is consistent with the comprehensive plan.  
 
3. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying 

with the official control. Practical difficulties as used in connection with a variance means the following: 
 

a. The property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by an official control. 

b. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the landowner. 

c. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality. 

d. Economic considerations alone do not constitute practical difficulties. 
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ADDITIONAL REVIEW COMMENTS 
 

1. This request was submitted to the County Water Resource Manager, Holly Bushman, for review. She stated the following: 
The proposed new dwelling is located outside of the Shore Impact Zone, Bluff Impact Zone, and Bluff. Additionally, the 
proposal is meeting the required Ordinary High Water Level (OHWL) and Bluff setback. This will help protect the bluff and 
lake from erosion and runoff. The property is currently under the maximum 25% Impervious Surface coverage on the lot that 
is allowed. However, the proposed new dwelling would put the total Impervious Surface on the lot to 25.8%. The applicant 
can meet the 25% Impervious Surface standard for the lot if they reduce 100 square feet of Impervious Surface. This can be 
done by removing the sidewalk, reducing the driveway to the minimum 14 foot width, reduce size of the porch, reduce the 
size of the deck, or a combination of these suggestions. 

 
2. This request has been submitted to Alan Gleisner, an Area Hydrologist with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 

At the time this report was written, no comments were received. More information may be available during the Board of 
Adjustment hearing.  

 
PROPOSED FINDINGS 

 
1. Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control? The official controls in the 

request are the required setbacks from a Township Road ROW and Side Yard, and increasing the maximum Impervious 
Surface Coverage.   

 
a. Road ROW Setback: The setback from a road ROW is to ensure safe sight lines and road safety. 

• The road is a Township road which serves as the main road for the Edgewater Terrace Subdivision. Traffic for 
this road mainly consists of those that live in and visit the subdivision.  

• The road is relatively straight adjacent to this parcel, and the increased proximity would not cause any sight line 
issues. 

• Based on the above information, the setback from the dwelling to the road right-of-way will not negatively 
impact road safety or sight line. 

 
b. Side Yard Setback: The setback to a side yard is to ensure minimal impact to neighboring properties. 

• There are similarly situated dwellings in the neighborhood. 
• The side yard that is being encroached on is at a higher elevation than the subject parcel, making it unlikely that 

runoff would flow towards the neighbor. 
• Based on the above information, the setback to the Side Yard lot line setback would not cause a negative impact 

to the neighboring property. 
 

c. Maximum Impervious Surface Coverage: The Maximum Impervious Surface Coverage is to reduce runoff to 
the lake and neighboring properties. 
• The applicant is proposing 25.8% Impervious Surface for the lot. 
• The applicant would be able to meet the 25% Impervious Surface limit with the reduction of 100 square feet. 
• Based on the above information, there are opportunities for the applicant to meet the Impervious Surface 

Coverage limit. 
 

2. Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan? 
• The land use plan lists protecting lakes as one of the goals. 
• The applicant is proposing to construct a dwelling on an undeveloped lot. 
• The proposed distance to the OHWL is further away than neighboring properties. 
• Based on the above information, the request is consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 

 
3. Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control? 

• The applicant is proposing to construct a Single-Family Dwelling. 
• Due to the size of the lot, there is not a viable location for a dwelling without the need for a Variance to the OHWL 

or Road ROW. 
• Based on the above information, the request is a reasonable use not permitted by the official control. 

 
4. Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner? 

• When the lot was originally created, there were no ordinance standards for width, depth, or area. 
• The lot is currently undeveloped. The building envelope for a dwelling is 696 square feet, which would not meet the 

required 760 square-foot minimum requirement for dwellings. 
• Based on the above information, the plight of the landowner was not created by them. 
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5. Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality? 
• The locality is lakeshore residential lots. The applicant is proposing a dwelling on an undeveloped lot. 
• Based on the above information, the request would maintain the essential character of the locality. 

 
6. Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations? 

• If approved, the applicant would be able to construct a dwelling, allowing for residential use of the lot and living 
quarters. 

• Based on the above information, the request does involve more than economic considerations. 
 

PROPOSED CONDITIONS 
 

In granting any Variance, the Board of Adjustment may designate such conditions in connection that will secure substantially the 
objectives of the Ordinance, regulation or provision to which the application is granted. Conditions must be directly related to and 

bear a rough proportionally to the impact created by the Variance. 
 

 
1. If approved, all necessary permits shall be issued and exterior construction completed prior to March 5, 2027, unless an 

extension is granted by the Board of Adjustment.  
 

2. An extension must be requested in writing and filed with the Department at least 30 days prior to the Variance expiration. 
 

3. If approved, the survey (submitted January 30, 2026) shall become a part of the permit. Any deviation from the submitted 
plans shall first be reviewed by the Department for determination of whether additional variances would be required. 

 
4. If approved, and prior to the commencement of any construction related activities, a Zoning Permit shall be submitted and 

issued for the house. 
 

5. If approved, and prior to the issuance of the permit, the stormwater plan must be reviewed and approved by County 
Environmental Services staff. 

 
6. If approved, the applicant shall incorporate a reduction of 100 square feet of impervious surface to bring the proposed 

Impervious Surface to 25% 



Fee: $846.00

City: City:
State: CA Zip: 90254 State: CA Zip: 90254
Phone: Phone:
Email: Email:

Township:
Section: 3
TWP #: Lot #: 5 RR
Range#: Block#: FEMA Panel #: 27079C0 265E
1/4 - 1/4: TWP

PUBLIC HEARING DATE: ACTION:

Requests the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a 
Township road ROW from 65 feet to 36 feet; and reduce the exempted setback to a Side Yard lot line from 10 feet to 7 feet; and 
increase the maximum allowed Impervious Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 25.8% to accommodate a new Single-Family 
Dwelling in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Jefferson, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake.

Jaunary 30, 2026 BOA-001088-2026
46525 Evergreen Lane, Cleveland, MN 56017

Amanda Wilkman

546 11th Street, #B

March 31, 2026
Landowner(s):

60-Day Ruling Date:

310-251-7825

01.550.0050
Edgewater Terrace

Road Type: X Outside 

VARIANCE
LE SUEUR COUNTY

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
88 SOUTH PARK AVENUE

LE CENTER, MN 56057

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR DATE

Application Date:

Applicant(s):
Mailing Address:

Permit Number:
911-Address:

March 5, 2026ON-SITE TOUR DATE:

March 5, 2026

AS WRITTEN WITH CONDITIONS

Cleveland Parcel No.:
Subdivision:

Zoning District:

Flood Zone:

DATELE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING AUTHORITY

** ALL FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE**

1.) Reason for the Requested Variance:

2.) Reasons for approval or denial of the request are listed in the Findings of Fact.

I (We), the undersigned, owner(s) and/or applicant(s) of the property described herein, do hereby respectfully petition your Honorable 
Bodies to grant a Variance, as hereinafter designated, and in support thereof, the following facts are presented:

Please see the Final Decision Notice for all Conditions related to this request.
3.) Special Conditions of the Variance:

DATEAPPLICANT/PROPERTY OWNER

Amanda Wilkman

310-251-7825

Hermosa Beach Hermosa Beach
Mailing Address:546 11th Street, #B

February 13, 2026





Variance #:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

ACTION: APPROVED DENIED

CONDITION(S):

APPLICANT'S RESPONSE TO THE CONDITIONS:

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR

VARIANCE
FINDINGS OF FACT

Amanda Wilkman

F. IF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DETERMINES ALL OF THE ABOVE STANDARDS HAVE BEEN MET BY A SIMPLE MAJORITY, THEN THE 
STANDARD FOR IDENTIFYING A PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED.

A. The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official control including restrictions placed 
on nonconformities.

B. No Variance may be granted that would allow any use that is prohibited in the Zoning District in which the subject property is located.

C. Facts supporting the answer to each question must be documented below, and are hereby certified to be the Findings of Fact of the Board of Adjustement.

D. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control and when the variances are consistent with 
the Comprehensive Plan.

Name of Applicant(s) or Landowner(s):

Variance Request:

BOA-001088-2026

5.) Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?

6.) Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations?

E. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying with the official control.

Requests the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a Township road 
ROW from 65 feet to 36 feet; and reduce the exempted setback to a Side Yard lot line from 10 feet to 7 feet; and increase the maximum 
allowed Impervious Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 25.8% to accommodate a new Single-Family Dwelling in a Recreational Residential 
"RR" Shoreland District of Lake Jefferson, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake.

DATE

1.) Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control(s)?

2.) Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

3.) Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control?

4.) Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner?





ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
88 South Park Avenue, Le Center MN  56057 

Website: www.lesueurcounty.gov 

Phone: 507-357-8538     Email: EnvServices@lesueurcounty.gov 

1 

Application – Variance  
I. Applicant:
 Name  
 Mailing Address 
 City  State Zip  
 Phone # Phone #  

II. Landowner:
 Name 
 Property Address 
 City State Zip 
 Phone # Phone # 

III. Parcel Information:
Parcel Number  Parcel Acreage  
Township   Section 
Subdivision  Lot  Block 

Full Legal Description must be attached.
 (Full legal description can be found on deed, not abbreviated legal description from tax statement).  

IV. Variance Request:  List requested alternative to development standard(s).
 
 

V. Description of Request:

a. A full written description of the proposed variance request with detailed information must be attached.

VI. Township Notification:

Township must be notified prior to application.  (County Commissioners are not the Township Board.)

    Township notified on   
(Township Name) (Date) 

 Board Member   regarding the proposed request. 
(Name) 

VII. Site Plan - Shall be a Certificate of Survey to include, but not limited to:
● North point ● Lakes ● Well ● Access
● Setbacks ● Rivers ● Septic System ● Easements
● Property lines ● Wetlands ● Proposed Structures
● Road Right-Of-Way ● Streams ● Existing structures - Within and adjacent to project area.

● Lot Dimensions ● Ponds ● Location of trees to be removed - Shoreland Districts.

● Impervious Surface
- Required for Shoreland, Business, & Industrial Districts.
- Itemized current & proposed impervious surfaces to include total percentages.
- Examples include but are not limited to: rooftops, sidewalks, patios, decks, driveways, parking lots, storage areas
and concrete, asphalt, or gravel roads, or tightly compacted soils.

*Site shall be physically staked, then surveyed*
*Stakes shall be in place at the time of onsite visit/meeting, or the application will be tabled*

*Stakes must remain in place until construction commences*

Amanda Wilkman
546 11th Street, #B

Hermosa Beach CA 90254
310-251-7825 alwilkman@gmail.com

See above

01.550.0050
Cleveland
Edgewater Terrace 5

12,192 SF

Extend house and garage into front yard setback

Cleveland 12/5/25

Pat McCabe

Extend corner of screen porch into west side yard setback

Received 1-30-2026
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VIII. Practical Difficulty: 
 
A. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the 

official controls in all cases when there are practical difficulties in the way of carrying out the strict letter of 
the official controls and when the terms of the variance are consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

 
B. An area variance may be granted only where the strict enforcement of the official controls will result in a 

practical difficulty.  
 
C. It is the responsibility of the applicant/landowner to provide evidence to prove a practical difficulty exists. 
 
D. A variance may be granted only in the event that the following circumstances are found to be true (or are 

answered in the affirmative, yes):   
 

1. Is the variance in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official controls?  
Consideration: What standard (setback, structure size, etc.) are you asking to be modified? 
What is the intended purpose of that standard? How does your request meet the intended 
purpose? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2. Is the request consistent with the comprehensive plan?  Consideration: The County’s Land 
Use Plan lists several goals (see attached). Does your request violate any of these listed goals? 
If so, what steps could be taken to off-set the impact(s) your request has on these goals? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3. Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner not 
permitted by the official controls?  Consideration: Is the request reasonable based on the 
existing use of the property? Why? What County standard is keeping your request from being 
approved? How is the proposal reasonable in relation to the requirements of the zoning 
ordinance? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The variance is in harmony with the general purpose of the offical controls. 
We are asking to modify the front yard setback standard. We are also asking 
to slightly modify the sideyard setback on the west side. This will not impact 
any sensitive features. The structure will be outside of the bluff impact zone.

Text

The variance request is consistent with the comprehensive plan.

The property owner is proposing to use the property to construct a 
moderate size home, similar in size to the neighboring homes. The 
official controls prevent this, specifically the front yard setback and side 
yard setback.

Received 1-30-2026



ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

88 South Park Avenue, Le Center MN  56057 

Website: www.lesueurcounty.gov 

Phone: 507-357-8538     Email: EnvServices@lesueurcounty.gov 

  
 

3 

 

 

4. Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property not created 
by the landowner?  Consideration: What unique characteristic does the property have that is 
making it impossible for your request to meet all County standards? Is the request the result of 
events outside the control of the landowner and not due to the landowner’s previous decisions 
or actions? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
5. Would the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?  Consideration: How 

would you describe the character of the neighborhood or surrounding area? If approved, would 
the end result of your request make your property appear different than those in the 
surrounding area?  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6. Does the request involve more than economic considerations alone?  Consideration: Why 
are you seeking the variance? Would the request do more for you than add value to your 
property? If so, what?  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

IX. Attachments shall include but not limited to: 
 

○ Description of Request ○ Septic Compliance (if applicable) 

○ Site Plan(s) – Survey showing Existing & Proposed 
Conditions ○ Floor Plans or Building Plans (if 

applicable) 

○ Surveyor Certification ○ Erosion Control Form 

○ Township Notification – See Part VI ○ Erosion Control Plan 

○ Access Approval – Attached approval from the applicable road authority 

○ Full Legal Description – Not abbreviated description from tax statement 

 
The Department may request additional information regarding the application. 

 
 
 
 
 

The landowner is proposing the variance to deal with the conditions of 
the dimensions of the property. The Buildable Area defined by the 
setbacks is too small to build a home.

The existing neighborhood is comprised of single family homes of 
moderate size. The proposed variance would not change the character 
of the neighborhood. 

The variance would allow the property owner build their home. This 
allows for increased personal use by the property owner. Without the 
variance the home could not be built. 

Received 1-30-2026
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X. Quantities and Submittal Formats: 
 

a. One (1) reproducible 8.5” x 11” copy of the request and all other supporting documents.  
  
b. Electronic version of any supporting documents are preferred, if available.  
  
c.  Additional copies may be requested as deemed necessary by the Department.   
  
 

XI. Fees:       

 Variance:   $    800 

 Time Extension: $   600   

 Filing Fee: $      46 

 

 Variance for Clusters:  $ 800 + $200 per household 

 Filing Fee: $   46 
  

 Additional Fees: 

  Special Meeting: $1,500 

 After-The-Fact meeting fee: Doubled + After-The-Fact Penalty. 

 After-The-Fact Penalty: $1,500 OR 10% of the improvement, whichever is greater. 
 

**Fees are non-refundable, and must be paid at the time of application** 
 
 
XII. Procedure:  See Section 22 of the Zoning Ordinance for full details. 
 

a. A pre-application meeting is highly recommended. Please note, applications submitted without having a 
pre-application meeting may need to be delayed if the submitted application cannot be deemed complete 
prior to the required application deadline. Please note that scheduling an Appointment for this 
meeting is required.   

 
b. An application must be submitted either in person or electronically by the applicant and/or landowner no 

later than 2 P.M. on the date of application deadline.   
 
c. All required information must be submitted at the time of application, or the application may not be 

deemed complete. 
 

d. Incomplete applications shall be placed on Hold until such time all required information is submitted. 
  

e. All fees shall be paid at the time of application. 
 

f. Notification will be sent to all landowners within 500 feet of the affected property, (minimum of 10 
landowners) as well as the affected Town Board, any municipality within 2 miles, and other applicable 
agencies. 

 
g. Notice will be published in the newspaper of general circulation in the area concerned and the official 

newspaper of the County. 
 

h. The Board of Adjustment may conduct an onsite visit to the affected property prior to the scheduled 
meeting.  Any conversation with the Board of Adjustment during the onsite visit is prohibited.   

 

Received 1-30-2026



ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

88 South Park Avenue, Le Center MN  56057 

Website: www.lesueurcounty.gov 

Phone: 507-357-8538     Email: EnvServices@lesueurcounty.gov 

  
 

5 

 

 
i. The Board of Adjustment shall hold a public hearing on the proposed Variance at a scheduled Board of 

Adjustment meeting.   
 

j. The applicant or a representative shall appear before the Board of Adjustment in order to answer 
questions concerning the request, or the application will be tabled. 

 
k. The Board of Adjustment has the authority to request additional information or impose conditions. 

 
l. The Board of Adjustment has the authority to determine Variance approval or denial.  No Variance may 

be granted that allows any use that is prohibited in the Zoning District in which the property is located, 
unless that use is deemed a legal nonconforming use as defined by the Zoning Ordinance.   

 
m. The Department shall notify the applicant and/or landowner in writing of the Board of Adjustment 

decision.  
 

n. The Department will file a certified copy of any order or decision issued by the Board of Adjustment with 
the County Recorder. 

 
o. A Zoning Permit is required prior to starting construction; however, Zoning Permits will not be available 

the day of the Board of Adjustment meeting.  A Zoning Permit application shall be approved prior to 
obtaining a Zoning Permit.   

 
 
XIII. Acknowledgement: 

I understand that Le Sueur County will never request payment from applicants via wire transfer, gift 
cards, cryptocurrency, or any other unconventional or insecure method. Any such request should be 
considered fraudulent and treated as a scam. 
 
If I receive a suspicious communication claiming to be from Le Sueur County and asking for 
payment, I will not respond or send any money. Instead, I will immediately report the incident to Le 
Sueur Environmental Services Department and to the appropriate authorities, such as the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) or local law enforcement. 
 
By signing below, I acknowledge this policy and agree to remain vigilant against potential scams. 

 
 
XIV. Signatures: 
 I hereby certify that I am either the owner of the subject property or have been authorized on behalf of the landowner to apply for this 

permit. I have read this application and swear the submitted information is true and correct. All provisions of the laws and ordinances 
governing this work will be complied with whether specified herein or not. I fully understand that the granting of a permit does not 
presume to give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of any state or local laws regulating construction or the performance of 
construction. I understand the information I provided for this application will be utilized to determine suitability under the ordinances of Le 
Sueur County and any omissions or erroneous information provided may result in the permit not being issued. I also understand that by 
applying for this permit, I grant Le Sueur County Environmental Services Department staff authority to access the above property for 
inspections throughout the application and permitting process. 

 
 

_________________________________   ___________________  
   Applicant signature    Date  
 
 

   ___________________________________  ___________________    
      Property Owner signature       Date 

 

1/30/26

1/30/26

Received 1-30-2026
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VARIANCE  
STAFF REPORT 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
MEETING DATE:  March 5, 2026 
 
APPLICANT:  Chad Ziemke    
 
OWNERS:  Deanne Nelson 
 
911 ADDRESS:  2510 Crystal Cove Rd, Madison Lake, MN 56063 
 
VARIANCE REQUEST:   Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the 

exempted setback to a Township Road Right-Of-Way (ROW) from 25 feet to 15 feet; and reduce 
the exempted setback from a Side Yard lot line (Westerly) from 10 feet to 2 feet; and to increase 
the maximum structure height from 20 feet to 25 feet; and to increase the maximum allowed 
Impervious Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 27.9% to accommodate a 28' x 34' detached 
garage in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Washington, a Recreational 
Development "RD" lake. 

 
VARIANCE NUMBER:  BOA-001103-2026 
 
PARCEL NUMBER:    05.500.0110 
 
 

SITE INFORMATION 
 
LOCATION:  The subject property is Lot 11 of Kennywood Beach Subdivision, Section 18 of Kasota Township. 
 
ZONING & PURPOSE:  Recreational Residential (RR) District 
 

The intent of the Recreational Residential (RR) District is to preserve areas which have natural 
characteristics suitable for both passive and active recreational usage. Also, it is the intent of this 
district to manage areas suitable for residential development of varying types, including permanent 
and seasonal housing. Some non-residential uses with minimal impacts on residential uses are 
allowed if properly managed under conditional use procedures. 
 

GOALS AND POLICIES: The current Land Use Plan, adopted in 2007, makes reference to protection of the ecological 
systems of the natural environment. 

 
GOAL #2:    Le Sueur County should adopt and enforce land use goals and policies that conserve and restore its natural 

resources, bring protections to the ecological systems of the natural environment, and prevent the premature 
development of natural resource areas. 

 
Objective 2:  Utilize shorelands on Recreational Development Lakes (RD) for housing, but with a focus on development design 

that protects the resource. 
 
GENERAL SITE 
DESCRIPTION: Platted lake-frontage Lot, Legal Nonconforming Lot 
 
ACCESS:  Existing access from Crystal Cove Rd 
 
LAKE:  Lake Washington, a Recreational Development (RD) Lake 
 
Recreational Development Lake -  Lakes that usually have between sixty (60) and two hundred twenty-five (225) acres of water per 

mile of shoreline, between three (3) and twenty-five (25) dwellings per mile of shoreline and are 
more than fifteen (15) feet deep. 

 
RFPE:   Regulatory Flood Protection Elevation: 985.8 Lowest floor must be at or above RFPE. 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The subject parcel is part of a Subdivision Plat from 1947. County records indicate the subject parcel was developed in approximately 
1963. The residential lot is considered a Legal Nonconforming parcel because it does not meet the Lot Area, Lot Depth, or Lot Width 
requirements of the current applicable Zoning District. The applicants are proposing to remove an existing accessory structure and 
detached garage to construct a larger detached garage to replace them. If approved, the variance would allow the new structure to be 
built with reduced setbacks from the Road ROW and Side Yard lot line, and increase structure height above the maximum standard of 
20 feet. In addition, the maximum allowed Impervious Surface coverage on a lot would increase from 25% to 27.9% (proposed). 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

Application, Description of Request, Survey (Existing & Proposed Conditions), Building Plans, LIDAR map, Aerial Image, & 
Findings of Fact Form 

 

FINDINGS 
 
Staff findings per Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance, the following findings have been developed for this request:   
 

1. Variance: Request: Required: Ordinance: Page: 
 

a. Reduce ROW Setback: 15 feet 25 feet Section 13, Subdiv. 7. A. 8.  13-52 
 

b. Reduce Side Yard Setback: 2 feet 10 feet Section 13.3, Subdiv. 7. B. 2.  13-53 
 

c. Increase Structure Height: 25 feet 20 feet Section 13.3, Subdiv. 6. A. 1  13-49 
    

d. Increase Impervious Coverage: 27.9% 25% Section 13.3, Subdiv. 7. I. 3.  13-56 
 

2. The applicant is requesting the variance to remove two existing accessory structures and construct one large accessory 
structure in their place. 

 
3. The subject parcel is a Legal Nonconforming Lot. 

CONSIDERATIONS 
 

1.  The following shall be considered at the hearing: 
 

a. There are special circumstances or conditions affecting the land, structures or use referred to in the Variance. 
 
b. Whether the granting of the application would be a detriment to the public health, safety, and general welfare or injurious 

to property or improvements in the area adjacent to the property of the applicant/landowner. 
2. Additional Considerations:    

 

a. The request is to accommodate the construction of a detached garage to replace two existing accessory structures. 
 

b. The applicant is proposing to reduce Impervious Surface from 31.4% to 27.9% with the removal of bituminous surface 
and structure area. 

PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY 
 

The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official 
control including restrictions placed on non-conformities. 

 
1. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control.   

 
2. Variances shall only be permitted when the request is consistent with the comprehensive plan.  
 
3. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying 

with the official control. Practical difficulties as used in connection with a variance means the following: 
 

a. The property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by an official control. 

b. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the landowner. 

c. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality. 

d. Economic considerations alone do not constitute practical difficulties. 

ADDITIONAL REVIEW COMMENTS 
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1. This request was submitted to the County Water Resource Manager, Holly Bushman, for review. She stated the following: 

The proposed garage is located outside of the shore impact zone and is meeting the OHWL setback. Additionally, the 
applicant is reducing the total existing impervious surface on the lot from 31.4% to 27.9%. All of these efforts will help 
reduce stormwater runoff and protect Lake Washington. 

 
2. This request has been submitted to Alan Gleisner, an Area Hydrologist with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 

At the time this report was written, no comments were received. More information may be available during the Board of 
Adjustment hearing.  

 
PROPOSED FINDINGS 

 
1. Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control? The official controls in the 

request are the required setbacks from a Township Road Right-Of-Way, Side Yard, increasing Structure Height, and 
increasing the Maximum Impervious Surface Coverage.   

 
a. Road ROW Setback: The setback from a road ROW is to ensure safe sight lines and road safety. 

• The road is a township road which serves as the main road for the Kennywood Beach Subdivision. Traffic for 
this road mainly consists of those that live in and visit the subdivision.  

• It is a dead end road, and is relatively straight in front of the subject parcel. 
• The proposed detached garage will not encroach further to the ROW than the current detached garage. 
• Based on the above information, the setback from the detached garage to the road right-of-way will not 

negatively impact road safety or sight lines. 
 

b. Side yard Setback: The setback to a side yard is to ensure minimal impact to neighboring properties. 
• The applicant is proposing the detached garage to be 2 feet from the west Side Yard lot line. The existing 

structures are 1.6 feet from the west Side Yard lot line. 
• The neighbor has submitted a letter of support stating they do not have an issue with the Side Yard lot line 

setback. 
• There is space to the east of the garage that would allow the structure to be moved farther from the west Side 

Yard lot line. 
• Based on the above information, the setback to the Side Yard lot line setback could be mitigated. 
 

c. Increasing Structure Height: The structure height limit is to prevent runoff to neighboring properties and 
unsightly structures in residential neighborhoods. 
• The applicant is proposing a structure with a height of 25 feet, with the second floor being utilized for storage. 
• The pitch of the roof is towards the neighboring property. At this time, no mitigation measures (gutters, rain 

barrels, etc.) have been proposed. 
• Based on the above information, the increased structure height could negatively impact stormwater runoff. 
 

d. Maximum Impervious Surface Coverage: The Maximum Impervious Surface Coverage is to reduce runoff to 
the lake and neighboring properties. 
• The subject parcel is currently at 31.4% Impervious Surface. The applicant is proposing to reduce this to 27.9% 

through the removal of current structures and the removal of bituminous surface (the driveway).  
• Based on the above information, the Impervious Surface will not negatively impact runoff on the property. 

 
2. Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan? 

• The land use plan lists protecting surface water as one of its objectives. The applicant is proposing to reduce 
Impervious Surface on the lot from 31.4% to 27.9% 

• The proposed structure meets the OHWL setback. 
• Based on the above information, the request is consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 

 
3. Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control? 

• The applicant is proposing to construct a detached garage to replace an existing detached garage and accessory 
structure. 

• An accessory structure constructed after the primary dwelling has been built is a permitted use in the Recreational 
Residential “RR” Shoreland District. 

• Based on the above information, the request is a reasonable use not permitted by the official control. 
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4. Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner? 
• When the lot was originally created, an ordinance did not exist enforcing lot width, depth, or area. 
• The applicant is proposing to take down existing accessory structures to accommodate a new detached garage. 
•  There is an opportunity to move the structure to the East to eliminate the need for a Side Yard lot line setback. 

Based on the above information, the plight of the landowner was created by them. 
 

5. Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality? 
• The locality is Lakeshore Residential lots. The applicant is proposing a detached garage on a developed lot to 

replace an existing accessory structure and detached garage. 
Based on the above information, the request would maintain the essential character of the locality. 

 
6. Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations? 

• If approved, the applicant would be able to construct a detached garage, allowing for the winter storage of 
equipment and vehicles in order to live on the property year round. 

Based on the above information, the request does involve more than economic considerations. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONDITIONS 
 

In granting any Variance, the Board of Adjustment may designate such conditions in connection that will secure substantially the 
objectives of the Ordinance, regulation or provision to which the application is granted. Conditions must be directly related to and 

bear a rough proportionally to the impact created by the Variance. 
 

1. If approved, all necessary permits shall be issued and exterior construction completed prior to March 5, 2027, unless an 
extension is granted by the Board of Adjustment.  
 

2. An extension must be requested in writing and filed with the Department at least 30 days prior to the Variance expiration. 
 

3. If approved, the survey (submitted February 9, 2026) shall become a part of the permit. Any deviation from the submitted 
plans shall first be reviewed by the Department for determination of whether additional variances would be required. 

 
4. If approved, and prior to the commencement of any construction related activities, a Zoning Permit shall be submitted and 

issued for the garage. 
 

5. If approved, the applicant shall submit a proposal to include appropriate best management practices that ensure all 
stormwater runoff from the garage is captured onsite. 
 

6. If approved, and prior to the issuance of the permit, the stormwater plan must be reviewed and approved by County 
Environmental Services staff. 
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1.) Reason for the Requested Variance:

2.) Reasons for approval or denial of the request are listed in the Findings of Fact.

I (We), the undersigned, owner(s) and/or applicant(s) of the property described herein, do hereby respectfully petition your Honorable 
Bodies to grant a Variance, as hereinafter designated, and in support thereof, the following facts are presented:

Please see the Final Decision Notice for all Conditions related to this request.
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Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the exempted setback to a Township 
Road Right-Of-Way (ROW) from 25 feet to 15 feet; and reduce the exempted setback from a Side Yard lot line (Westerly) from 10 
feet to 2 feet; and to increase the maximum structure height from 20 feet to 25 feet; and to increase the maximum allowed 
Impervious Surface coverage on a lot from 25% to 27.9% to accommodate a 28' x 34' detached garage in a Recreational Residential 
"RR" Shoreland District of Lake Washington, a Recreational Development "RD" lake.
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2510 Crystal Cove Rd, Madison Lake, MN 56063

Deanne Nelson

521 7th Ave NE

March 30, 2026
Landowner(s):

60-Day Ruling Date:

507-213-0338

05.500.0110
Kennywood Beach

Road Type: X Outside 

February 13, 2026





Variance #:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

ACTION: APPROVED DENIED

CONDITION(S):

APPLICANT'S RESPONSE TO THE CONDITIONS:

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the exempted setback to a Township Road Right-
Of-Way (ROW) from 25 feet to 15 feet; and reduce the exempted setback from a Side Yard lot line (Westerly) from 10 feet to 2 feet; and to 
increase the maximum structure height from 20 feet to 25 feet; and to increase the maximum allowed Impervious Surface coverage on a lot 
from 25% to 27.9% to accommodate a 28' x 34' detached garage in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Washington, a 
Recreational Development "RD" lake.

DATE

1.) Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control(s)?

2.) Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

3.) Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control?

4.) Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner?

6.) Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations?

E. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying with the official control.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR

VARIANCE
FINDINGS OF FACT

Chad Ziemke(Applicant), Deanne Nelson(Landowner)

F. IF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DETERMINES ALL OF THE ABOVE STANDARDS HAVE BEEN MET BY A SIMPLE MAJORITY, THEN THE 
STANDARD FOR IDENTIFYING A PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED.

A. The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official control including restrictions placed 
on nonconformities.

B. No Variance may be granted that would allow any use that is prohibited in the Zoning District in which the subject property is located.

C. Facts supporting the answer to each question must be documented below, and are hereby certified to be the Findings of Fact of the Board of Adjustement.

D. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control and when the variances are consistent with 
the Comprehensive Plan.

Name of Applicant(s) or Landowner(s):

Variance Request:

BOA-001103-2026

5.) Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?
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CERTIFICATE OF SURVEY 
LE SUEUR COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

LOT 11, KENNYWOOD BEACH SUBDIVISION, LE
SUEUR COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

DEANNE NELSON

SD
B1

41
82

5H

25X141825000 SEE FILE JLA 4.0 S18-T109N-R25W

R

SURVEYOR'S CERTIFICATION

_______________________________
Michael M. Eichers
License Number 46564

I hereby certify that this survey, plan, or report was prepared
by me or under my direct supervision and that I am a duly
Licensed Land Surveyor under the laws of the State of
Minnesota.

__________
       Date
01/08/2026

3/4" IRON PIPE MONUMENT SET
MARKED BY LIC. NO. 46564

MONUMENT FOUND

LEGEND

MANHOLE-SANITARY SEWER

PEDESTAL-COMMUNICATION

POLE-UTILITY

S

C

METERM

OWNER ADDRESS
DEANNE NELSON
521 7TH AVE NE
WASECA, MN 56093

SITE ADDRESS
2510 CRYSTAL COVE ROAD
MADISON LAKE, MN 56063

PID 05.500.0110
PROPOSED CONDITIONS

TOTAL LOT AREA = 10,369 SQ FT

REMOVAL IMPERVIOUS SURFACES
SHED 121 SQ FT
GARAGE 395 SQ FT
BITUMINOUS SURFACE          1029 SQ FT
CONCRETE 1   91 SQ FT
CONCRETE WALK 121 SQ FT
TOTAL          1757 SQ FT (16.9%)

PROPOSED IMPERVIOUS SURFACES
GARAGE 952 SQ FT
CONCRETE 447 SQ FT
TOTAL          1399 SQ FT (13.4%)

EXISTING - REMOVAL + PROPOSED = TOTAL
   3257     -      1757     +        1399        = 2899 SQ FT (27.9%)

NOTE: NO BLUFF
            ON LOT
            (< 15' ELEVATION
             DIFFERENCE)
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VARIANCE  
STAFF REPORT 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
MEETING DATE:  March 5, 2026 
 
APPLICANT/OWNERS: Kevin & Joyce Buscho    
 
911 ADDRESS:  47763 151st Ave, Kilkenny, MN 56052 
 
VARIANCE REQUEST:   To reduce the required setback from a County Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 75 feet to 56 feet, 

and to enlarge a lawful nonconforming structure to accommodate a 25' x 33' dwelling addition in 
the Agriculture "A" District. 

 
VARIANCE NUMBER:  BOA-001102-2026  
 
PARCEL NUMBER:    14.011.7600 
 
 

SITE INFORMATION 
 
LOCATION:  The subject property is located in part of the W 1/2 of the SW 1/4, Section 11 of Waterville 

Township. 
 
ZONING & PURPOSE:  Agriculture “A” District 
 

The Agriculture (A) District is established for areas where agriculture uses are seen as the best 
and highest long term use of the land. The land itself needs to be preserved for primarily 
agricultural activities. These areas should avoid existing cities, residential zones and subdivisions. 
They should be large contiguous land areas with mostly prime soils. 
 

GOALS AND POLICIES: The current Land Use Plan, adopted in 2007, makes reference to protecting the best of its 
agricultural land as a resource for long term agricultural use. 

 
 
GOAL #1:    Le Sueur County contains some of the most productive agricultural soils in Minnesota and should adopt    

and enforce land use goals and policies that conserve and protect agricultural resources and uses. 
 
Objective 1:  The County will protect the best of its agricultural land as a resource for long term agricultural use. 
 
 
GENERAL SITE 
DESCRIPTION: Developed Conforming Lot 
 
ACCESS:  Existing access from CSAH 3, 151st Ave 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
County records indicate the subject property was developed in 1880. The dwelling was constructed prior to the adoption of the Le 
Sueur County Zoning Ordinance and does not meet the current County Road ROW setback. The applicants propose to construct a 
dwelling addition to connect the dwelling to the detached garage to allow for better use of the dwelling. If approved, the variance 
would allow the dwelling addition to be constructed with a reduced setback from the County Road ROW. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

Application, Description of Request, Site Plan (Proposed Conditions), Building Plans, LIDAR Map, Erosion Control Plan, Aerial 
Image, & Findings of Fact Form 
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FINDINGS 
 
Staff findings per Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance, the following findings have been developed for this request:   
 

1. Variance: Request: Required: Ordinance: Page: 
 

a. Reduce Road ROW Setback: 56 feet 75 feet Section 8, Subdiv. 7. A. 2.  8-8 
 

b. Expand Legal Nonconforming Structure:  Section 24, Subdiv. 6. B. 1.  24-2 
   

2. The applicant is requesting the variance to allow the construction of a 25’ x 33’ dwelling addition with a reduced ROW 
setback. 

  
CONSIDERATIONS 

 

1.  The following shall be considered at the hearing: 
 

a. There are special circumstances or conditions affecting the land, structures or use referred to in the Variance. 
 
b. Whether the granting of the application would be a detriment to the public health, safety, and general welfare or injurious 

to property or improvements in the area adjacent to the property of the applicant/landowner. 
 
2. Additional Considerations:    

 

 
a. CSAH 3 has a 100-foot wide road ROW. 

 
b. The proposal would connect the existing detached garage to the dwelling. 

 
PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY 

 

The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official 
control including restrictions placed on non-conformities. 

 
1. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control.   

 
2. Variances shall only be permitted when the request is consistent with the comprehensive plan.  
 
3. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying 

with the official control. Practical difficulties as used in connection with a variance means the following: 
 

a. The property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by an official control. 

b. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the landowner. 

c. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality. 

d. Economic considerations alone do not constitute practical difficulties. 
 

PROPOSED FINDINGS 
 

1. Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control? The official controls in the 
request are the required setbacks from a Township Road Right-Of-Way and enlarging a lawful Nonconforming structure.   

 
a. Road ROW Setback: The setback from a road ROW is to ensure safe sight lines and road safety issues. 

• The proposed addition is located behind the existing dwelling and doesn’t block any sight lines of the road.  
• The proposed addition would not be closer to the road ROW than the existing dwelling. 
• Based on the above information, the setback from the dwelling addition to the County Road ROW will not 

negatively affect road safety or sight line. 
 

b. Expansion of a Nonconforming Structure: Whenever nonconforming structures are expanded, a variance is 
required and steps should be taken to bring the lot into compliance with current regulations. 
• The subject property is a conforming lot, and the existing dwelling was constructed closer to the County Road 

ROW than what is allowed under the current ordinance standards.  
• The proposed addition would not meet the front road ROW setback; however, it would meet all other required 

setbacks. 
• Based on the above information, the request is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official 

control. 
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2. Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan? 

• The land use plan lists protecting agriculture land for agriculture resources or uses. 
• The proposed addition would not remove any productive agriculture soils from production.   
• Based on the above information, the request is consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 

 
3. Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control? 

• The applicant is proposing to construct a dwelling addition to increase the use of their dwelling. 
• A dwelling is a permitted use in the Agriculture “A” Zoning District. 
• Based on the above information, the request is a reasonable use not permitted by an official control. 

 
4. Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner? 

• The subject dwelling was constructed in 1880 prior to the adoption of the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance. 
• Based on the above information, the plight of the landowner was not created by them. 

 
5. Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality? 

• The locality is agriculture with two residential lots in the area. 
• The dwelling addition is proposed to be located behind the dwelling and would connect the existing garage to the 

dwelling. 
• Based on the above information, the request would maintain the essential character of the locality. 

 
6. Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations? 

• If approved, the applicant would be able construct a dwelling addition that would connect the existing garage to the 
dwelling to allow for better access to the garage. 

• The dwelling addition will allow for less congestion in the kitchen and improve the overall use of the dwelling 
• Based on the above information, the request does involve more than economic considerations. 

 
PROPOSED CONDITIONS 

 

In granting any Variance, the Board of Adjustment may designate such conditions in connection that will secure substantially the 
objectives of the Ordinance, regulation or provision to which the application is granted. Conditions must be directly related to and 

bear a rough proportionally to the impact created by the Variance. 
 

 
1. If approved, all necessary permits shall be issued and exterior construction completed prior to March 5, 2027, unless an 

extension is granted by the Board of Adjustment.  
 

2. An extension must be requested in writing and filed with the Department at least 30 days prior to the Variance expiration. 
 

3. If approved, the site plan (submitted February 9, 2026) shall become a part of the permit. Any deviation from the submitted 
plans shall first be reviewed by the Department for determination of whether additional variances would be required. 

 
4. If approved, and prior to the commencement of any construction related activities, a Zoning Permit shall be submitted and 

issued for the dwelling addition. 





Fee: $846.00

City: City:
State: MN Zip: 56052 State: MN Zip: 56052
Phone: Phone:

Township:
Section: 11
TWP #: 109 Lot #: N/A A
Range#: 23 Block#: N/A FEMA Panel #: 27079C0 325E
1/4 - 1/4: CR

PUBLIC HEARING DATE: ACTION:

January 28, 2026 BOA-001102-2026
47763 151st Ave, Kilkenny, MN 56052

Kevin & Joyce Buscho

47763 151st Ave

March 27, 2026
Landowner(s):

VARIANCE
LE SUEUR COUNTY

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
88 SOUTH PARK AVENUE

LE CENTER, MN 56057

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR DATE

Application Date:

Applicant(s):
Mailing Address:

Permit Number:
911-Address:

March 5, 2026ON-SITE TOUR DATE:

March 5, 2026

February 11, 2026

AS WRITTEN WITH CONDITIONS

Waterville Parcel No.:
Subdivision:

Zoning District:

Flood Zone:

DATELE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING AUTHORITY

** ALL FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE**

1.) Reason for the Requested Variance:

2.) Reasons for approval or denial of the request are listed in the Findings of Fact.

I (We), the undersigned, owner(s) and/or applicant(s) of the property described herein, do hereby respectfully petition your Honorable 
Bodies to grant a Variance, as hereinafter designated, and in support thereof, the following facts are presented:

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required setback 
from a County Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 75 feet to 56 feet, and to enlarge a lawful nonconforming structure 
to accommodate a 25' x 33' dwelling addition in the Agriculture "A" District.

Please see the Final Decision Notice for all Conditions related to this request.
3.) Special Conditions of the Variance:

DATEAPPLICANT/PROPERTY OWNER

60-Day Ruling Date:

612799.2686

Part of the W 1/2 - SW 1/4

14.011.7600
N/A

Road Type: X-Outside

612.799.2687

Kilkenny Kilkenny
Mailing Address:47763 151st Ave

Kevin & Joyce Buscho



Variance #:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

ACTION: APPROVED DENIED

CONDITION(S):

APPLICANT'S RESPONSE TO THE CONDITIONS:

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR

VARIANCE
FINDINGS OF FACT

Kevin & Joyce Buscho

F. IF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DETERMINES ALL OF THE ABOVE STANDARDS HAVE BEEN MET BY A SIMPLE MAJORITY, THEN THE 
STANDARD FOR IDENTIFYING A PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED.

A. The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official control including restrictions placed 
on nonconformities.

B. No Variance may be granted that would allow any use that is prohibited in the Zoning District in which the subject property is located.

C. Facts supporting the answer to each question must be documented below, and are hereby certified to be the Findings of Fact of the Board of Adjustement.

D. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control and when the variances are consistent with 
the Comprehensive Plan.

Name of Applicant(s) or Landowner(s):

Variance Request:

BOA-001102-2026

5.) Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?

6.) Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations?

E. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying with the official control.

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required setback 
from a County Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 75 feet to 56 feet, and to enlarge a lawful nonconforming structure to 
accommodate a 25' x 33' dwelling addition in the Agriculture "A" District.

DATE

1.) Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control(s)?

2.) Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

3.) Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control?

4.) Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner?
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VARIANCE 
STAFF REPORT

GENERAL INFORMATION

MEETING DATE: March 5, 2026

APPLICANT/OWNERS: James & Marilyn Kluntz   

911 ADDRESS: 46652 Cape Horn Rd, Cleveland, MN 56017

VARIANCE REQUEST:  To reduce the required setback from a Township Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 65 feet to 55 
feet; and reduce the required setback from a Township Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 65 feet to 
52 feet; and enlarge a lawful nonconforming structure to accommodate a 16' x 18' dwelling 
addition, a 20' x 12' deck, and a 4' x 12' front porch in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland 
District of Lake Jefferson, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake

VARIANCE NUMBER: BOA-001084-2026

PARCEL NUMBER:  01.650.0300

SITE INFORMATION

LOCATION: The subject property is Lot 4, Block 2, Kluntz's Lakewood Knoll, Section 1 of Cleveland 
Township. 

ZONING & PURPOSE: Recreational Residential (RR) District

The intent of the Recreational Residential (RR) District is to preserve areas which have natural 
characteristics suitable for both passive and active recreational usage. Also, it is the intent of this 
district to manage areas suitable for residential development of varying types, including permanent 
and seasonal housing. Some non-residential uses with minimal impacts on residential uses are 
allowed if properly managed under conditional use procedures.

GOALS AND POLICIES: The current Land Use Plan, adopted in 2007, makes reference to protection of groundwater as well 
as surface water features.

GOAL #3:    Improve water quality in Le Sueur County.

Objective 1: The County will undertake actions to help protect groundwater as well as surface water features.

GENERAL SITE
DESCRIPTION: Platted Shoreland Lot with no lake-frontage, developed Lot

ACCESS: Existing access from Cape Horn Rd

LAKE: Lake Jefferson

Recreational Development Lake -  Lakes that usually have between sixty (60) and two hundred twenty-five (225) acres of water per 
mile of shoreline, between three (3) and twenty-five (25) dwellings per mile of shoreline and are 
more than fifteen (15) feet deep.

RFPE:  Regulatory Flood Protection Elevation: 1027.8 Lowest floor must be at or above RFPE.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The subject parcel is part of a Subdivision Plat from 1979. County records indicate the subject parcel was developed in 1983 with the 
issuance of a building/zoning permit to move in a dwelling. When the dwelling was placed on the lot it met the required setbacks at 
the time. Due to ordinance revisions, the ROW setback increased from 50 feet to 65 feet, causing the dwelling to become a legal 
Nonconforming structure. County records indicated that in 2000 a front porch was constructed on the dwelling without a permit. The 
applicants intend to construct a dwelling addition and deck onto the south side of the existing dwelling and bring the front porch into 
compliance. If approved, the variance would allow the addition and deck to be built with a reduced setback from the Township Road 
ROW and will bring the front porch into compliance. In addition, the Impervious Surface coverage of the lot would increase from 
11.9% to 12.8% (proposed).

ATTACHMENTS

Application, Description of Request, Survey (Proposed Conditions), Building Plans, LIDAR Map, Aerial Image, Erosion Control 
Plan, & Findings of Fact Form

FINDINGS

Staff findings per Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance, the following findings have been developed for this request:  

1. Variance: Request: Required: Ordinance: Page:
a. Reduce ROW Setback: 52 feet 65 feet Section 13, Subdiv. 7. A. 3. 13-52

b. Reduce ROW Setback: 55 feet 65 feet Section 13, Subdiv. 7. A. 3 13-52

c. Expand Legal Nonconforming Structure: Section 24, Subdiv. 6. B. 1. 24-2

2. The applicant is requesting the variance to allow the construction of a 16' x 18' dwelling addition and a 20' x 12' deck with a 
reduced ROW setback.

3. The front porch was constructed without permit, but would be brought into conformity with approval of this variance and 
issuance of the Zoning Permit.

4. No mature trees will be removed from the property for the proposed construction.

5. If approved, the Impervious Surface coverage of the lot would increase from 11.9% to 12.8%.

CONSIDERATIONS

1.  The following shall be considered at the hearing:

a. There are special circumstances or conditions affecting the land, structures or use referred to in the Variance.

b. Whether the granting of the application would be a detriment to the public health, safety, and general welfare or injurious 
to property or improvements in the area adjacent to the property of the applicant/landowner.

3. Additional Considerations:   
a. The request is to accommodate the construction of a 16' x 18' dwelling addition and a 20' x 12' deck with a reduced 

ROW setback.

b. The proposed Impervious Surface Coverage of the lot is 12.8%. 

c. The front porch was constructed in 2000 without a permit and requires a reduced road ROW setback.

d. The dwelling is a legal Nonconforming structure.

e. The property does not have lake-frontage. 
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PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY
The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official 

control including restrictions placed on non-conformities.

1. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control.  

2. Variances shall only be permitted when the request is consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

3. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying 
with the official control. Practical difficulties as used in connection with a variance means the following:
a. The property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by an official control.

b. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the landowner.

c. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.

d. Economic considerations alone do not constitute practical difficulties.

ADDITIONAL REVIEW COMMENTS

1. This request was submitted to Trevor Rudenick, the County’s Water Resources Planner for review. In his review Mr. 
Rudenick stated the applicant is proposing a 18x16 addition and a 12x20 deck attached to their current dwelling. They are 
currently at 11.9% impervious and are proposing 12.8% impervious, putting them well below the 25% limit within Shoreland 
zoning. Additionally, they are across a road (Cape Horn Road) from the lake so minimal impact is likely. The submitted 
Erosion Control plan indicates the mulch will be put in place, but no site plan has been attached. The applicant will need to 
submit a site plan showing the proposed location of erosion control.

2. This request has been submitted to Trygve Capistrant-Kinney, County Senior Planner. In his review, Mr. Capistrant-Kinney 
stated there is a current SSTS compliance inspection on file dated October 15, 2025. The nature of work will have little to no 
impact on the viability of the existing septic system. Care should be taken so that the system is not impacted or harmed 
during construction (i.e. no staging or storage of materials in close proximity to system, no construction access or driving 
over existing buried sewer and supply lines).

PROPOSED FINDINGS

1. Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control? The official controls in the 
request are the required setbacks from a Township Road Right-Of-Way (ROW) and the expansion of a lawful 
Nonconforming Structure.  

a. Road ROW Setback: The setback from a road ROW is to ensure safe sight lines and road safety issues.
• The proposed location of the addition and deck is where the existing deck is currently located, which has not 

caused any sight line issues to the knowledge of the County.
• The proposed addition would not be located closer to the ROW than the existing dwelling.
• Based on the above information, the setback from the addition and deck to the road ROW will not negatively 

road safety or sight line.

b. Expansion of a Nonconforming Structure: Whenever nonconforming structures are expanded, a variance is 
required and steps should be taken to bring the lot into compliance with current regulations.
• The subject property is a conforming lot, and the existing dwelling was constructed closer to the Township 

Road ROW than what is allowed under the current ordinance standards. 
• The proposed addition would not meet the ROW setback, however it would meet all other required setbacks.
•  Based on the above information, the request is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official 

control.

2. Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan?
• The land use plan lists protecting groundwater and surface water as one of its objectives. The proposal will not 

exceed Impervious Surface Coverage of a lot.
• The applicants are proposing to keep and maintain the mature trees on the lot which will help prevent potential 

erosion issues. 
• Based on the above information, the request is consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan.
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3. Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control?
• The applicant is proposing a 16' x 18' dwelling addition and a 20' x 12' deck on an existing dwelling, which is a 

permitted use.
• The proposed addition would not be located closer to the ROW than the existing dwelling.
• Based on the above information, the request is a reasonable use not permitted by an official control.

4. Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner?
• When the existing dwelling was constructed the setback to a Township Road ROW was 50 feet, however ordinance 

revisions changed the setback to 65 feet. This caused the dwelling to be classified as a legal Nonconforming 
structure.

• If the ROW setback was not changed in the ordinance, then a variance would not be required. 
• Based on the above information, the plight of the landowner was not created by them.

5. Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?
• The locality is residential lots (riparian lots & non-riparian lots). The applicant is proposing a 16' x 18' dwelling 

addition and a 20' x 12' deck on an existing dwelling. This is a permitted use if not for the need of variance.
• There are multiple lots in the vicinity that the dwelling does not meet the road ROW setback.
• Based on the above information, the request would maintain the essential character of the locality.

6. Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations?
• If approved, the applicants would be able to get more use out of their property and be able to have all their needs 

located on one floor.
• Based on the above information, the request does involve more than economic considerations.

PROPOSED CONDITIONS
In granting any Variance, the Board of Adjustment may designate such conditions in connection that will secure substantially the 
objectives of the Ordinance, regulation or provision to which the application is granted. Conditions must be directly related to and 

bear a rough proportionally to the impact created by the Variance.

1. If approved, all necessary permits shall be issued and exterior construction completed prior to March 5, 2027, unless an 
extension is granted by the Board of Adjustment. 

2. An extension must be requested in writing and filed with the Department at least 30 days prior to the Variance expiration.

3. If approved, the survey (submitted February 4, 2026) shall become a part of the permit. Any deviation from the submitted 
plans shall first be reviewed by the Department for determination of whether additional variances would be required.

4. If approved, and prior to the commencement of any construction related activities, a Zoning Permit shall be submitted and 
issued for the dwelling addition, deck, and porch.

5. If approved, the applicant shall submit a proposal to include appropriate best management practices that ensure all 
stormwater runoff from the dwelling is captured onsite.
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March 27, 2026
Landowner(s):

VARIANCE
LE SUEUR COUNTY

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
88 SOUTH PARK AVENUE

LE CENTER, MN 56057

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR DATE

Application Date:

Applicant(s):
Mailing Address:

Permit Number:
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March 5, 2026ON-SITE TOUR DATE:

March 5, 2026

February 11, 2026

AS WRITTEN WITH CONDITIONS

Cleveland Parcel No.:
Subdivision:

Zoning District:

Flood Zone:

DATELE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING AUTHORITY

** ALL FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE**

1.) Reason for the Requested Variance:

2.) Reasons for approval or denial of the request are listed in the Findings of Fact.

I (We), the undersigned, owner(s) and/or applicant(s) of the property described herein, do hereby respectfully petition your Honorable 
Bodies to grant a Variance, as hereinafter designated, and in support thereof, the following facts are presented:

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a Township Road 
Right-of-Way (ROW) from 65 feet to 55 feet; and reduce the required setback from a Township Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 65 feet to 
52 feet; and enlarge a lawful nonconforming structure to accommodate a 16' x 18' dwelling addition, a 20' x 12' deck, and a 4' x 12' front 
porch in a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Jefferson, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake.

Please see the Final Decision Notice for all Conditions related to this request.
3.) Special Conditions of the Variance:

DATEAPPLICANT/PROPERTY OWNER

60-Day Ruling Date:

507.931.2319

SE-SE

01.650.0300
Kluntz's Lakewood Knoll

Road Type: X-Outside

507.381.4347

Cleveland Cleveland
Mailing Address:46652 Cape Horn Rd

James & Marilyn Kluntz
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Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:
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Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:
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Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:
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Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

ACTION: APPROVED DENIED

CONDITION(S):

APPLICANT'S RESPONSE TO THE CONDITIONS:

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR

VARIANCE
FINDINGS OF FACT

James & Marilyn Kluntz

F. IF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DETERMINES ALL OF THE ABOVE STANDARDS HAVE BEEN MET BY A SIMPLE MAJORITY, THEN THE 
STANDARD FOR IDENTIFYING A PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED.

A. The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official control including restrictions placed 
on nonconformities.

B. No Variance may be granted that would allow any use that is prohibited in the Zoning District in which the subject property is located.

C. Facts supporting the answer to each question must be documented below, and are hereby certified to be the Findings of Fact of the Board of Adjustement.

D. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control and when the variances are consistent with 
the Comprehensive Plan.

Name of Applicant(s) or Landowner(s):

Variance Request:

BOA-001084-2026

5.) Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?

6.) Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations?

E. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying with the official control.

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required setback from a Township Road 
Right-of-Way (ROW) from 65 feet to 55 feet; and reduce the required setback from a Township Road Right-of-Way (ROW) from 65 feet to 52 
feet; and enlarge a lawful nonconforming structure to accommodate a 16' x 18' dwelling addition, a 20' x 12' deck, and a 4' x 12' front porch in 
a Recreational Residential "RR" Shoreland District of Lake Jefferson, a Recreational Development "RD" Lake.

DATE

1.) Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control(s)?

2.) Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

3.) Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control?

4.) Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner?
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VARIANCE 
STAFF REPORT

GENERAL INFORMATION

MEETING DATE: March 5, 2026

APPLICANT: James Hoefs   

OWNERS: James A Hoefs Trust & Donna M Hoefs Trust

911 ADDRESS: TBD, 181st Ave, New Prague

VARIANCE REQUEST:  To reduce the required separation distance between an existing Animal Feedlot to an existing 
dwelling on an adjacent lot from 1,000 feet to 97 feet; and reduce the required setback between an 
existing Animal Feedlot to an existing dwelling from 1,000 feet to 775 feet; and reduce the 
required setback between the structure of an Animal Feedlot to a lot line from 100 feet to 15 feet; 
and reduce the required setback from an accessory structure to a side yard lot line from 15 feet to 6 
feet to accommodate a 115' x 70' barn and a property split/combination to adjust existing property 
lines.

VARIANCE NUMBER: BOA-001089-2026

PARCEL NUMBER:  07.030.5110

SITE INFORMATION

LOCATION: The subject property is located in part of the SE 1/4, Section 30 of Lanesburgh Township.

ZONING & PURPOSE: Agriculture “A” District

The Agriculture (A) District is established for areas where agriculture uses are seen as the best 
and highest long term use of the land. The land itself needs to be preserved for primarily 
agricultural activities. These areas should avoid existing cities, residential zones and subdivisions. 
They should be large contiguous land areas with mostly prime soils.

GOALS AND POLICIES: The current Land Use Plan, adopted in 2007, makes reference to protecting the best of its 
agricultural land as a resource for long term agricultural use.

GOAL #1:   Le Sueur County contains some of the most productive agricultural soils in Minnesota and should adopt    
and enforce land use goals and policies that conserve and protect agricultural resources and uses.

Objective 1: The County will protect the best of its agricultural land as a resource for long term agricultural use.

GENERAL SITE
DESCRIPTION: Developed Feedlot

ACCESS: Proposed access from CSAH 30 181st Ave

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The subject Feedlot has been family-owned for over 150 years. The dwelling on the adjoining property (parcel 07.030.5100) was 
originally part of the Feedlot. The dwelling was split from the Feedlot in 2012 for the landowner’s son to live in. When the dwelling 
was split from the Feedlot the lot line went through an existing shed. The applicant intends to construct a barn addition for robotic 
milking and a property split/combination to correct structure setbacks. If approved, the variance would allow the construction of 
Feedlot structure addition with a reduced setback to dwelling, an existing grain bin to have a reduced side yard setback, and a property 
split/combination to correct structure setbacks. 
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ATTACHMENTS

Application, Description of Request, Survey (Proposed Conditions), Building Plans, Aerial Image, LIDAR Map, Erosion Control 
Plan, & Findings of Fact Form

FINDINGS

Staff findings per Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance, the following findings have been developed for this request:  

1. Variance: Request: Required: Ordinance: Page:
a. Reduced Setback from a 

Feedlot to Dwelling: 97 feet 1,000 feet Section 16, Subdiv. 12. D. 2. 16-12

b. Reduced Setback from a 
Feedlot to Dwelling: 775 feet 1,000 feet Section 16, Subdiv. 12. D. 2. 16-12

c. Reduced Lot Line Setback
to a Feedlot: 15 feet 100 feet Section 16, Subdiv. 12. A.  16-11

d. Reduced Side Yard Lot 
Line Setback to an 
Accessory Structure: 6 feet 15 feet Section 8, Subdiv. 7. B. 2. 8-9

2. The applicant is requesting the variance to allow the construction of a barn addition used for robotic milking and a property 
split/combination to correct structure setback issues.

3. Approval of the variance would correct setback issues for multiple structures.

CONSIDERATIONS

1.   The following shall be considered at the hearing:

a. There are special circumstances or conditions affecting the land, structures or use referred to in the Variance.

b. Whether the granting of the application would be a detriment to the public health, safety, and general welfare or injurious 
to property or improvements in the area adjacent to the property of the applicant/landowner. 

2.    Additional Considerations:   
a. The request is to accommodate the construction of a barn used for milking robots and a property split/combination to 

correct structure setback issues.

b. Approval of the variance would bring multiple structures into conformity.

PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY
The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official 

control including restrictions placed on non-conformities.

1. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control.  

2. Variances shall only be permitted when the request is consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

3. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying 
with the official control. Practical difficulties as used in connection with a variance means the following:
a. The property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by an official control.

b. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the landowner.

c. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.

d. Economic considerations alone do not constitute practical difficulties.



Page 3 of 4

ADDITIONAL REVIEW COMMENTS

1. This request has been submitted to Amy Beatty, County Feedlot Officer. In her review, Ms. Beatty stated the setback from an 
Animal Feedlot facility and manure storage area to an adjoining lot line is 100 feet. The setback from an animal feedlot 
facility registered at 51-2,000 animal units to a dwelling is 1,000 feet. 

The existing dwelling closest to the Animal Feedlot facility was originally combined with the Animal Feedlot facility's 
parcel, and its current occupants are also an operator of the Animal Feedlot. 

This variance should not have an effect on the closest existing dwelling since an owner of this dwelling is also an operator of 
the Animal Feedlot, and therefore has accepted living in close proximity to the Animal Feedlot. As for the other existing 
dwelling, the property owner has also lived in close proximity to an existing Animal Feedlot. To the best of my knowledge, 
there has not been a complaint due to odor from this animal feedlot facility.

PROPOSED FINDINGS

1. Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control? The official controls in the 
request are the required setbacks from a Feedlot to a dwelling, Feedlot to an adjoining Lot Line, & Accessory Structure Side 
Yard Lot Line.  

a. Feedlot to Dwelling Setback (Parcel 07.030.5100): The setback from a feedlot to a dwelling is to ensure the 
Feedlot operations do not cause a nuisance to neighboring residential properties
• The dwelling was originally part of the Feedlot.
• The landowners of parcel 07.030.5100 assist in operating the Feedlot.
• Based on the above information, the setback from the Feedlot to the dwelling will not negatively impact 

neighboring properties.

b. Feedlot to Dwelling Setback (Parcel 07.029.7500): The setback from a feedlot to a dwelling is to ensure the 
Feedlot operations do not cause a nuisance to neighboring residential properties
• The dwelling on parcel 07.029.7500 has been coexisting with the Feedlot since 1910. 
• Based on the above information, the setback from the Feedlot to the dwelling will not negatively impact 

neighboring properties.

c. Feedlot to Adjoining Property Line. The setback from a feedlot to an adjoining lot line is to ensure the feedlot 
operations do not cause a nuisance to neighboring properties.
• The Feedlot and neighboring dwelling were originally on the same parcel and have been coexisting since 2012.
• The current lot line goes through an existing shed.
• The new lot line that does not meet the required 100-foot setback to the Feedlot however is further from the 

Feedlot than the existing lot line.
• Based on the above information, the setback from the feedlot to an adjoining property line will not negatively 

impact the Feedlot.

d. Side yard Setback: The setback to a side yard is to ensure minimal impact to neighboring properties.
• The grain bin is currently part of the neighboring home parcel (07.030.5100) and is used for Feedlot operations.
• The neighboring landowners assist in operating the Feedlot.
• Based on the above information, the setback to the side yard setback would not cause a negative impact to the 

neighboring property.

2. Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan?
• The land use plan lists protecting agriculture land for agriculture resources or uses.
• The proposed barn addition is for an agricultural use and would not remove any productive tillable soils from 

production.
• Based on the above information, the request is consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan.

3. Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control?
• The applicant is proposing to construct a barn addition for robotic milking on an existing Feedlot.
• Based on the above information, the request is a reasonable use not permitted by an official control.

4. Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner?
• Multiple structures became unable to meet setbacks when the property was split in 2012 prior to the adoption of the 

Land Division Ordinance.
• The dwelling on parcel 07.029.7500 was constructed prior to the adoption of the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance 

and Feedlot setbacks.
• Based on the above information, the plight of the landowner not was created by them.
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5. Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?
• The locality is residential agriculture lots and tillable acreage. The applicant is proposing a barn on an existing 

Feedlot.
• Based on the above information, the request would maintain the essential character of the locality.

6. Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations?
• If approved, the applicant would be able construct the barn addition for robotic milking, which would assist with 

labor and time.
• Based on the above information, the request does involve more than economic considerations.

PROPOSED CONDITIONS
In granting any Variance, the Board of Adjustment may designate such conditions in connection that will secure substantially the 
objectives of the Ordinance, regulation or provision to which the application is granted. Conditions must be directly related to and 

bear a rough proportionally to the impact created by the Variance.

1. If approved, all necessary permits shall be issued and exterior construction completed prior to March 5, 2027, unless an 
extension is granted by the Board of Adjustment. 

2. An extension must be requested in writing and filed with the Department at least 30 days prior to the Variance expiration.

3. If approved, the survey (submitted February 4, 2026) shall become a part of the permit. Any deviation from the submitted 
plans shall first be reviewed by the Department for determination of whether additional variances would be required.

4. If approved, and prior to the commencement of any construction related activities, a Zoning Permit shall be submitted and 
issued for the barn.

5. If approved, and prior to recording the new deeds, a Property Split/Combination Permit Application shall be submitted 
and issued for the property split & combination.
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DATELE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING AUTHORITY
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1.) Reason for the Requested Variance:

2.) Reasons for approval or denial of the request are listed in the Findings of Fact.

I (We), the undersigned, owner(s) and/or applicant(s) of the property described herein, do hereby respectfully petition your Honorable 
Bodies to grant a Variance, as hereinafter designated, and in support thereof, the following facts are presented:

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required separation distance between an existing Animal 
Feedlot to an existing dwelling on an adjacent lot from 1,000 feet to 97 feet; and reduce the required setback between an existing Animal Feedlot to an 
existing dwelling from 1,000 feet to 775 feet; and reduce the required setback between the structure of an Animal Feedlot to a lot line from 100 feet to 15 
feet; and reduce the required setback from an accessory structure to a side yard lot line from 15 feet to 6 feet to accommodate a 115' x 70' barn and a 
property split and combination to adjust existing lot lines. 

Please see the Final Decision Notice for all Conditions related to this request.
3.) Special Conditions of the Variance:

DATEAPPLICANT/PROPERTY OWNER

60-Day Ruling Date:

507.364.7785

Part of the SE 1/4

07.030.5110
N/A

Road Type: X-Outside

507.291.1298

New Prague New Prague
Mailing Address:17738 320th St

James Hoefs
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Finding:
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Finding:

ACTION: APPROVED DENIED

CONDITION(S):

APPLICANT'S RESPONSE TO THE CONDITIONS:

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR

VARIANCE
FINDINGS OF FACT

James Hoefs/James A Hoefs Trust & Donna M Hoefs Trust

F. IF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DETERMINES ALL OF THE ABOVE STANDARDS HAVE BEEN MET BY A SIMPLE MAJORITY, THEN THE 
STANDARD FOR IDENTIFYING A PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED.

A. The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official control including restrictions placed 
on nonconformities.

B. No Variance may be granted that would allow any use that is prohibited in the Zoning District in which the subject property is located.

C. Facts supporting the answer to each question must be documented below, and are hereby certified to be the Findings of Fact of the Board of Adjustement.

D. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control and when the variances are consistent with 
the Comprehensive Plan.

Name of Applicant(s) or Landowner(s):

Variance Request:

BOA-001089-2026

5.) Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?

6.) Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations?

E. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying with the official control.

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required separation distance between an 
existing Animal Feedlot to an existing dwelling on an adjacent lot from 1,000 feet to 97 feet; and reduce the required setback between an 
existing Animal Feedlot to an existing dwelling from 1,000 feet to 775 feet; and reduce the required setback between the structure of an Animal 
Feedlot to a lot line from 100 feet to 15 feet; and reduce the required setback from an accessory structure to a side yard lot line from 15 feet to 
6 feet to accommodate a 115' x 70' barn and a property split and combination to adjust existing lot lines. 

DATE

1.) Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control(s)?

2.) Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

3.) Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control?

4.) Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner?



brad.omalley
Text Box
Received 1/27/2026







brad.omalley
Text Box
Received 1/27/2026



brad.omalley
Text Box
Received 1/27/2026





Description of Request 
 
The dwelling was part of the farm for over 150 years. My son and his 
wife wanted to own their own house so it was given to them, which 
divided the feedlot from the house. The feedlot and house do not 
meet the setbacks and lot requirements. A variance to correct the 
setback issues is needed to build a new robot barn for milking cows. 
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VARIANCE 
STAFF REPORT

GENERAL INFORMATION

MEETING DATE: March 5, 2026

APPLICANT: James Hoefs   

OWNERS: Jason & Emily Hoefs

911 ADDRESS: 32606 181st Ave, New Prague, MN 56071

VARIANCE REQUEST:  To reduce the required separation distance between an existing dwelling and an existing Animal 
Feedlot from 1,000 feet to 97 feet; and reduce the required Lot Depth from 300 feet to 250 feet; 
and reduce the required Buildable Area from 16,335 square feet to 10,086 square feet to 
accommodate a property split & combination to adjust existing property lines.

VARIANCE NUMBER: BOA-001091-2026

PARCEL NUMBER:  07.030.5100

SITE INFORMATION

LOCATION: The subject property is located in the NE 1/4 of the SE 1/4, Section 30 of Lanesburgh Township. 

ZONING & PURPOSE: Agriculture “A” District

The Agriculture (A) District is established for areas where agriculture uses are seen as the best 
and highest long term use of the land. The land itself needs to be preserved for primarily 
agricultural activities. These areas should avoid existing cities, residential zones and subdivisions. 
They should be large contiguous land areas with mostly prime soils.

GOALS AND POLICIES: The current Land Use Plan, adopted in 2007, makes reference to protecting the best of its 
agricultural land as a resource for long term agricultural use.

GOAL #1:  Le Sueur County contains some of the most productive agricultural soils in Minnesota and should adopt    
and enforce land use goals and policies that conserve and protect agricultural resources and uses.

Objective 1: The County will protect the best of its agricultural land as a resource for long term agricultural use.

GENERAL SITE
DESCRIPTION: Developed Nonconforming Lot

ACCESS: Existing access from CSAH 30 181st Ave

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The subject parcel was originally part of the adjoining Animal Feedlot on parcel (07.030.5110) when the dwelling was constructed. In 
2012, the previous landowner split the home site from the Feedlot to create the subject parcel. This split caused the dwelling to 
become a Nonconformity due to not meeting the setback from a dwelling to a Feedlot and put a lot line through an existing Feedlot 
structure. The subject parcel also did not meet the required structure setbacks, Buildable Area, and Lot Depth of the applicable Zoning 
District. The applicant intends to adjust the lot lines to correct structure setbacks and remove the portion of the Feedlot structure from 
the parcel. If approved, the variance would allow the proposed lot to be allowed with a reduced Buildable Area, Lot Depth, and 
setback from an existing dwelling to an existing Feedlot. 
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ATTACHMENTS

Application, Description of Request, Survey (Proposed Conditions), LIDAR Map, Aerial Image, & Findings of Fact Form

FINDINGS

Staff findings per Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance, the following findings have been developed for this request:  

1. Variance: Request: Required: Ordinance: Page:
a. Lot Depth: 250 feet 300 feet Section 8, Subdiv. 7. I. 8-11

b. Buildable Area: 10,086 sq. feet 16,335 sq. feet Section 8, Subdiv. 7. J 8-11

c. Reduce Dwelling to
Feedlot Setback: 97 feet 1,000 feet Section 16, Subdiv. 12. D. 2. 16-12

2. The applicant is requesting the variance to accommodate a property split & combination to adjust existing lot lines.

3. The subject parcel is a Nonconforming Lot.

CONSIDERATIONS

1.    The following shall be considered at the hearing:

a. There are special circumstances or conditions affecting the land, structures or use referred to in the Variance.

b. Whether the granting of the application would be a detriment to the public health, safety, and general welfare or injurious 
to property or improvements in the area adjacent to the property of the applicant/landowner.

2.    Additional Considerations:   
a. The request is to accommodate a property split & combination to adjust existing lot lines.

b. The proposal would bring multiple Nonconforming Structures into conformity.

PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY
The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official 

control including restrictions placed on non-conformities.

1. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control.  

2. Variances shall only be permitted when the request is consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

3. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying 
with the official control. Practical difficulties as used in connection with a variance means the following:
a. The property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by an official control.

b. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the landowner.

c. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.

d. Economic considerations alone do not constitute practical difficulties.

ADDITIONAL REVIEW COMMENTS

1. This request has been submitted to Amy Beatty, County Feedlot Officer. In her review, Ms. Beatty stated per Section 16, 
Subdivision 12.D.2, the setback from an Animal Feedlot facility registered at 51-2,000 animal units to a dwelling is 1,000 
feet.  

The existing dwelling closest to this Animal Feedlot facility was originally combined with the Animal Feedlot facility and its 
parcel.  The current owners of this house parcel are also operators of the Animal Feedlot.  

This variance should not have an effect on the existing dwelling since the owners of the dwelling are operators of the Animal 
Feedlot facility, and therefore have accepted living in close proximity to the Animal Feedlot.
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PROPOSED FINDINGS

1. Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control? The official controls in the 
request are the required setbacks from a Feedlot to a Dwelling, Lot Depth, and Buildable Area.  

a. Feedlot to Dwelling Setback: The setback from a Feedlot to a Dwelling is to ensure the feedlot operations do 
not cause a nuisance to neighboring residential properties.
• The Feedlot and dwelling have been coexisting since the 1960’s without issue.
• The dwelling owners assist with the Feedlot operations.
• Based on the above information, the setback from the dwelling to the Feedlot will not negatively impact the 

Feedlot operations

b. Lot Depth: The requirement for Lot Depth is to ensure that a property can meet the required Road ROW 
and Rear Yard lot line setbacks.
• The subject property cannot expand the Lot Depth without getting closer to the Feedlot and creating multiple 

Nonconforming Structures.
• Based on the above information, reducing the required Lot Depth would not negatively impact the feedlot or 

neighboring properties.

c. Buildable Area: The requirement for Buildable Area is to ensure a lot has enough area for it intended use 
while meeting the required setbacks.
• The lot already has an existing dwelling meets lot line & Road ROW setbacks.
• Buildable Area cannot be met due to the close proximity to the existing Feedlot.
• Based on the above information, reducing the required Buildable Area would not negatively impact the use of 

the lot.

2. Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan?
• The land use plan lists the location of livestock Feedlots and non-Feedlot uses too close to one another can cause 

conflicts.
• The subject dwelling and Feedlot existed at the time of the adoption of Feedlot separation requirement.
• The landowners of the subject property intend to operate the Feedlot.
• Approval of the variance would not alter the operations of the existing Feedlot.
• Based on the above information, the request is consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan.

3. Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control?
• The applicant is proposing a property split/combination to correct lot line setbacks for existing structures.
• The applicant is not proposing the construction of a new structure.
• Based on the above information, the request is a reasonable use not permitted by an official control.

4. Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner?
• The lot was created in 2012 when the previous landowners split it from parcel 07.030.5110.
• The proposed lot cannot meet the required Buildable Area or Lot Depth due to the setbacks from the Feedlot & 

existing Feedlot structures. These setbacks were adopted by the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance after the 
dwelling & Feedlot were established.

• Based on the above information, the plight of the landowner was not created by them.

5. Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?
• The Variance is to allow a property split/combination to correct lot line setback issues for existing structures.
• The only visible change to the lot is the installation of a new septic system to be located on the adjacent parcel.
• Based on the above information, the request would maintain the essential character of the locality.

6. Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations?
• If approved, the applicant would be able apply for a property split/combination to correct lot line setback issues for 

existing structures. 
• Based on the above information, the request does involve more than economic considerations.
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PROPOSED CONDITIONS
In granting any Variance, the Board of Adjustment may designate such conditions in connection that will secure substantially the 
objectives of the Ordinance, regulation or provision to which the application is granted. Conditions must be directly related to and 

bear a rough proportionally to the impact created by the Variance.

1. If approved, all necessary permits shall be issued and exterior construction completed prior to March 5, 2027, unless an 
extension is granted by the Board of Adjustment. 

2. An extension must be requested in writing and filed with the Department at least 30 days prior to the Variance expiration.

3. If approved, the survey (submitted February 4, 2026) shall become a part of the permit. Any deviation from the submitted 
plans shall first be reviewed by the Department for determination of whether additional variances would be required.

4. If approved, and prior to the commencement of any construction related activities, a Property Split Permit Application 
shall be submitted and issued for the property split & combination.

5. If approved, and prior to the commencement of any construction related activities, a Septic Permit shall be submitted and 
issued for the new septic system.



Fee: $846.00

City: City:
State: MN Zip: 56071 State: MN Zip: 56071
Phone: Phone:

Township:
Section: 30
TWP #: 112 Lot #: N/A A
Range#: 23 Block#: N/A FEMA Panel #: 27079C0 175E
1/4 - 1/4: CR

PUBLIC HEARING DATE: ACTION:

January 27, 2026 BOA-001091-2026

Jason & Emily Hoefs

32606 181st Ave

March 27, 2026
Landowner(s):

VARIANCE
LE SUEUR COUNTY

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
88 SOUTH PARK AVENUE

LE CENTER, MN 56057

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR DATE

Application Date:

Applicant(s):
Mailing Address:

Permit Number:
911-Address:

March 5, 2026ON-SITE TOUR DATE:

March 5, 2026

February 11, 2026

AS WRITTEN WITH CONDITIONS

Lanesburgh Parcel No.:
Subdivision:

Zoning District:

Flood Zone:

DATELE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING AUTHORITY

** ALL FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE**

1.) Reason for the Requested Variance:

2.) Reasons for approval or denial of the request are listed in the Findings of Fact.

I (We), the undersigned, owner(s) and/or applicant(s) of the property described herein, do hereby respectfully petition your Honorable 
Bodies to grant a Variance, as hereinafter designated, and in support thereof, the following facts are presented:

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required separation distance 
between an existing dwelling and an existing Animal Feedlot from 1,000 feet to 97 feet; and reduce the required Lot Depth 
from 300 feet to 250 feet; and reduce the required Buildable Area from 16,335 square feet to 10,086 square feet to 
accommodate a property split & combination to adjust existing lot lines. 

Please see the Final Decision Notice for all Conditions related to this request.
3.) Special Conditions of the Variance:

DATEAPPLICANT/PROPERTY OWNER

60-Day Ruling Date:

507.364.7785

NE - SE

07.030.5100
N/A

Road Type: X-Outside

507.291.1298

New Prague New Prague
Mailing Address:32606 181st Ave

James Hoefs



Variance #:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

ACTION: APPROVED DENIED

CONDITION(S):

APPLICANT'S RESPONSE TO THE CONDITIONS:

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR

VARIANCE
FINDINGS OF FACT

James Hoefs/Jason & Emily Hoefs

F. IF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DETERMINES ALL OF THE ABOVE STANDARDS HAVE BEEN MET BY A SIMPLE MAJORITY, THEN THE 
STANDARD FOR IDENTIFYING A PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED.

A. The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official control including restrictions placed 
on nonconformities.

B. No Variance may be granted that would allow any use that is prohibited in the Zoning District in which the subject property is located.

C. Facts supporting the answer to each question must be documented below, and are hereby certified to be the Findings of Fact of the Board of Adjustement.

D. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control and when the variances are consistent with 
the Comprehensive Plan.

Name of Applicant(s) or Landowner(s):

Variance Request:

BOA-001091-2026

5.) Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?

6.) Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations?

E. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying with the official control.

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required separation distance 
between an existing dwelling and an existing Animal Feedlot from 1,000 feet to 97 feet; and reduce the required Lot Depth from 
300 feet to 250 feet; and reduce the required Buildable Area from 16,335 square feet to 10,086 square feet to accommodate a 
property split & combination to adjust existing lot lines. 

DATE

1.) Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control(s)?

2.) Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

3.) Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control?

4.) Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner?
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Description of Request 
 
The dwelling was part of the farm for over 150 years. My son and his 
wife wanted to own their own house so it was given to them, which 
divided the feedlot from the house. The feedlot and house do not 
meet the setbacks and lot requirements. A variance to correct the 
setback issues is needed to build a new robot barn for milking cows. 
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VARIANCE 
STAFF REPORT

GENERAL INFORMATION

MEETING DATE: March 5, 2026

APPLICANT/OWNERS: Richard & Ann Rynda   

911 ADDRESS: 33700 181st Ave, Montgomery, MN 56069

VARIANCE REQUEST:  To reduce the required acreage from 40 acres to 20 acres to accommodate a Temporary Dwelling 
for farm labor in an Agriculture "A" District.

VARIANCE NUMBER: BOA-001099-2026

PARCEL NUMBER:  07.031.5200

SITE INFORMATION

LOCATION: The subject property is located in part of the E 1/2 of the SE 1/4, Section 31 of Lanesburgh 
Township. 

ZONING & PURPOSE: Agriculture “A” District

The Agriculture (A) District is established for areas where agriculture uses are seen as the best 
and highest long term use of the land. The land itself needs to be preserved for primarily 
agricultural activities. These areas should avoid existing cities, residential zones and subdivisions. 
They should be large contiguous land areas with mostly prime soils.

GOALS AND POLICIES: The current Land Use Plan, adopted in 2007, makes reference to protecting the best of its 
agricultural land as a resource for long term agricultural use.

.

GOAL #1:   Le Sueur County contains some of the most productive agricultural soils in Minnesota and should adopt    
and enforce land use goals and policies that conserve and protect agricultural resources and uses.

Objective 2: The County will protect the best of its agricultural land as a resource for long term agricultural use.

GENERAL SITE
DESCRIPTION: Developed Conforming Lot

ACCESS: Existing access from CSAH 30 181st Ave

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The subject parcel was originally 120 acres when the feedlot began operations in the 1930s. In 2009, the landowners split and sold 100 
acres surrounding the existing parcel. The applicants intend to construct a structure to include a Temporary Dwelling for farm labor. If 
approved, the variance would allow the applicants to apply for an Interim Use Permit for a Temporary Dwelling with a reduce lot area.

ATTACHMENTS

Application, Description of Request, Site Plan (Proposed Conditions), Building Plans, LIDAR Map, Aerial Image, Erosion Control 
Plan, & Findings of Fact Form
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FINDINGS

Staff findings per Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance, the following findings have been developed for this request:  

1. Variance: Request: Required: Ordinance: Page:
a. Lot Area: 20 acres 40 acres Section 19, Subdiv. 12. C. 1. a. 19-20

2. The applicant is requesting a variance to reduce the required lot area for a Temporary Dwelling for farm labor.

3. The subject parcel is a registered feedlot.

4. The Temporary Dwelling would convert into an office or meeting space once it is no longer required.

CONSIDERATIONS

1.    The following shall be considered at the hearing:

a. There are special circumstances or conditions affecting the land, structures or use referred to in the Variance.

b. Whether the granting of the application would be a detriment to the public health, safety, and general welfare or injurious 
to property or improvements in the area adjacent to the property of the applicant/landowner.

2.    Additional Considerations:   

a. The request is to allow the applicants to apply for an Interim Use Permit for a Temporary Dwelling (for farm labor) with 
a reduced lot area.

b. The lot area requirement for a Temporary Dwelling for farm labor was implemented for crop farming and did not take 
feedlots into account when it was created.

c. The proposed structure for the Temporary Dwelling would meet all the required setbacks.

PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY
The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official 

control including restrictions placed on non-conformities.

1. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control.  

2. Variances shall only be permitted when the request is consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

3. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying 
with the official control. Practical difficulties as used in connection with a variance means the following:
a. The property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by an official control.

b. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the landowner.

c. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.

d. Economic considerations alone do not constitute practical difficulties.

ADDITIONAL REVIEW COMMENTS

1. This request has been submitted to Amy Beatty, County Feedlot Officer. In her review, Ms. Beatty stated based on the most 
recent feedlot registration the animal feedlot facility meets suitable area acreage. This variance request to reduce the required 
acreage for a Temporary Dwelling for farm labor should not effect the existing animal feedlot located on this parcel.

2. This request has been submitted to Trygve Capistrant-Kinney, County Senior Planner. In his review, Mr. Capistrant-Kinney 
stated a compliant SSTS inspection for existing dwelling is on file dated January 14, 2026. An SSTS design was received for 
Temporary Dwelling. Placement of SSTS is in an acceptable location and will not require a variance. SSTS staff are able to 
approve of this variance project.



Page 3 of 3

PROPOSED FINDINGS

1. Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control? The official control in the request 
is the required Lot Area for a Temporary Dwelling for farm labor.

a. Lot Area. The requirement for Lot Area is to ensure that a property can meet the required setbacks for a 
listed use in the applicable Zoning District.
• The proposed Temporary Dwelling would meet all the required setbacks.
• The proposed Temporary Dwelling meets maximum the size requirements.
• The amount of area a feedlot requires differs compared to crop farming.
• Based on the above information, the variance is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official 

control

2. Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan?
• The land use plan lists protecting agriculture land for agriculture resources or uses.
• The proposed structure for the Temporary Dwelling would not remove any productive agriculture soils from 

production.  
• Based on the above information, the request is consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan.

3. Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control?
• The applicant is proposing to construct a structure for a Temporary Dwelling for farm labor.
• The subject property has a registered feedlot that requires labor to manage.
• Based on the above information, the request is a reasonable use not permitted by an official control.

4. Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner?
• The subject parcel was originally 120 acres; however, in 2009 the landowners sold the surrounding 100 acres.
• The property was split prior to the adoption of the Land Division Ordinance.
• The property split met the requirements for a dwelling and a Feedlot, however the idea of a Temporary Dwelling for 

farm labor was not in discussion during the split.
• Based on the above information, the plight of the landowner was not created by them.

5. Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?
• The locality is scattered residential sites and tillable acreage. The applicant is proposing a Temporary Dwelling for 

farm labor with a reduced lot area.
• The Temporary Dwelling would be in a new structure that would be designed similar to existing structures on the 

lot.
• Based on the above information, the request would maintain the essential character of the locality.

6. Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations?
• If approved, the applicant would be able accommodate a Temporary Dwelling for farm labor to assist with the 

feedlot operations and mentor the next generation of feedlot owners. 
• Based on the above information, the request does involve more than economic considerations.

PROPOSED CONDITIONS
In granting any Variance, the Board of Adjustment may designate such conditions in connection that will secure substantially the 
objectives of the Ordinance, regulation or provision to which the application is granted. Conditions must be directly related to and 

bear a rough proportionally to the impact created by the Variance.

1. If approved, all necessary permits shall be issued and exterior construction completed prior to March 5, 2027, unless an 
extension is granted by the Board of Adjustment. 

2. An extension must be requested in writing and filed with the Department at least 30 days prior to the Variance expiration.

3. If approved, the site plan (submitted January 29, 2026) shall become a part of the permit. Any deviation from the submitted 
plans shall first be reviewed by the Department for determination of whether additional variances would be required.

4. If approved, and prior to the commencement of any construction related activities, an Interim Use Permit shall be submitted 
and issued for the Temporary dwelling.

5. If approved, and prior to the commencement of any construction related activities, a Zoning Permit shall be submitted and 
issued for the Temporary dwelling.





Fee: $846.00

City: City:
State: MN Zip: 56069 State: MN Zip: 56069
Phone: Phone:

Township:
Section: 31
TWP #: 112 Lot #: N/A A
Range#: 23 Block#: N/A FEMA Panel #: 27079C0 175E
1/4 - 1/4: CR

PUBLIC HEARING DATE: ACTION:

January 29, 2026 BOA-001099-2026
33700 181st Ave, Montgomery, MN 56069

Richard & Ann Rynda

33700 181st Ave

March 30, 2026
Landowner(s):

VARIANCE
LE SUEUR COUNTY

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
88 SOUTH PARK AVENUE

LE CENTER, MN 56057

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR DATE

Application Date:

Applicant(s):
Mailing Address:

Permit Number:
911-Address:

March 5, 2026ON-SITE TOUR DATE:

March 5, 2026

February 11, 2026

AS WRITTEN WITH CONDITIONS

Lanesburgh Parcel No.:
Subdivision:

Zoning District:

Flood Zone:

DATELE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING AUTHORITY

** ALL FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE**

1.) Reason for the Requested Variance:

2.) Reasons for approval or denial of the request are listed in the Findings of Fact.

I (We), the undersigned, owner(s) and/or applicant(s) of the property described herein, do hereby respectfully petition your Honorable 
Bodies to grant a Variance, as hereinafter designated, and in support thereof, the following facts are presented:

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the 
required acreage from 40 acres to 20 acres to accommodate a Temporary Dwelling for farm labor in 
an Agriculture "A" District.

Please see the Final Decision Notice for all Conditions related to this request.
3.) Special Conditions of the Variance:

DATEAPPLICANT/PROPERTY OWNER

60-Day Ruling Date:

612.756.3466

Part of the E 1/2 - SE 1/4

07.031.5200
N/A

Road Type: X-Outside

612.756.1363

Montgomery Montgomery
Mailing Address:33700 181st Ave

Richard & Ann Rynda



Variance #:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:
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Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

Y N

Jim M. John W. Colin H. Russell A. Jeanne D.
Finding:

ACTION: APPROVED DENIED

CONDITION(S):

APPLICANT'S RESPONSE TO THE CONDITIONS:

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CHAIR

VARIANCE
FINDINGS OF FACT

Richard & Ann Rynda

F. IF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DETERMINES ALL OF THE ABOVE STANDARDS HAVE BEEN MET BY A SIMPLE MAJORITY, THEN THE 
STANDARD FOR IDENTIFYING A PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED.

A. The Board of Adjustment shall have the exclusive power to order the issuance of variances from the requirements of any official control including restrictions placed 
on nonconformities.

B. No Variance may be granted that would allow any use that is prohibited in the Zoning District in which the subject property is located.

C. Facts supporting the answer to each question must be documented below, and are hereby certified to be the Findings of Fact of the Board of Adjustement.

D. Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control and when the variances are consistent with 
the Comprehensive Plan.

Name of Applicant(s) or Landowner(s):

Variance Request:

BOA-001099-2026

5.) Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality?

6.) Does the alleged Practical Difficulty involve more than economic considerations?

E. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties in complying with the official control.

Request the County grant a Variance from the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the 
required acreage from 40 acres to 20 acres to accommodate a Temporary Dwelling for farm labor in 
an Agriculture "A" District.

DATE

1.) Is the variance in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the official control(s)?

2.) Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan?

3.) Is the property owner proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, not permitted by an official control?

4.) Is the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property, and not created by the landowner?
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